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ELWFFx [HE HUEEs ol Sheaklp alxd «l-

urpa and Qurner Marai in che [heban

e r|:-p-||'|'|~. LS &l .,;.1]I|;-:r- Thiil, e s £ ewcd-
plain an she site of the mortuany lemple of Rameses
1T, the Karresseurn (Figures o, 210 The valbey s a
cournerparl e che valley of Deir el-Bahe. where che
wrnples ol Meoarohorep [T Kelihepetra amed  Hat-
shepses are sinuared. o unlike che Wi cl-Bahi
valles. this valley dowes not contain Fameus slanding
WL R T S '[;:ll:la'p' 1 '.a]h--. PrESELLS wihlil, ul-
mipd desilate. appearance (Figumes 9, oL A
Cliasatr ||:H:l]'.. |'|.1|1-'|!.l.l..]'. Ieve.dl Eeatures thal |r|1_|i-:_'iil_q'
ertagerr larnlscaping eforne were underiaken in an-
cient vimes, Figures 2 and g show twa e
plives where guarervmen cgt teeneches i the mock
preparatory worenaving the entire rock Ivre a0 the
st braten i side ol the sallew? And ar che wescern
tnd of the valley where the hmcsione vk s
roarnls aonaneral v, o comsideratle pane f 1he
Eround was Ieveled o forttl an cven Watean (Fig-
ure k.

Helwar Fo Wimlieh i 14 Was the 1wl Lex rer-
apnize thud che platean and crenches were craces of
hLli.|-:‘.|i|'|g witinalies. ' [he |'|.iu:|ui:'1:. W gl illl.pl_l-rl_m'.t
enaugh for ben o revord i in the oponing paca-
graphs nl The Raoe and Foll of e Meblle Kingdem
Fhetes caipg 71 11w mewmvrable descriptiom of ar-
chacologeal intacion:

Ve dlay just Belone the outllneak of the Bira World
War in g g, the grmme and 1 were excpcising s
khoraes behind Sheiklh Alol ol Koaeeh Hill, 1 he |1ﬁ'|'|l;
wis exiclly might, and as | came wotbe highese biv wl
path. wich the woscering itEa woshe vl and 1the kewee
bl e che feke, B oneotised Beloos e o the Tast o p

2 The Meoropalisan Museunn of AL oyl
Menapolitan Muoscume Jonrenad wh

[ e naices Eqr chis Arcicls Begizi <on o 41

Hat platioecan i che wpper pare ol a sloping ansewy
d!-’l.'l:'l'll'.“l'lu: Iyuena the colfivatnn, Do Maxta 1 Wil SPLIT-
ruc cdrwnn rhe Sl and gt level place oo ook
down the e of the ancoent d Witk 14 1hie L
where a0 rlisipapeearer] bebnd the Bamesseuns. 11l
imed that an the fa cereaee ancee thee clEEs e lid she
wratling for g seanple Wke the one builc in the Elevennh
Thonasey at Puedr cl-Balsi pust donihe norls,

In 1gze—un Winlork cleaved the pldoren under
the olifls uf Tarer debrict Im che course of this wen k.
he eecleared o weadergroand pussapge and bural
1 hanbser [I‘"Igllrt 41 than had hrse Been e avirern) by
K Mowrl ao thie wipter of B —g." H'in]n::u:i;
raghily vonmected this burial chamber o woval pre
poTtions with rhe landseaping eforn descnibed
Alnwee, and he wlentihed the ensctible as an npfin-
ished soval Luneraas mznnrmenl

At first, woseemed a siple muucen oo ailerdaly Lhe
Indeviibwal T whieen this mmenument had bocn s
tended. ‘Lhe similaritics i rhe plan ol the barial
chamlier = well wson the peneral shape of rhe
causewdy and funcrany emple—ia the greac fu-
neval mpnuemenl ol Mentuhorep 1 SNebhe e o
the pewthiboring valley of Teir el Buhr' peimed o
 supgemsson ol thoat kll‘ll_l as the ownec (Fagure v,
1 and s Furnher ndacanoms of 3, [jle Ht'-'t'TIil'l Ik -
masly alale For (e structure were shought W exis
Beecairse of the [arge iomb of the chaneelin Sle ke -
ra. situared ac the narther nosicle oF Uhe valley iFiguwre

This wthiaml was known o have seooed Men-
hl.'ll:tpl 11 Nebhoepenia as “owerseer of the six gl
Fawe-coourts”™ avound yvear g ol thar kings rejen ”
Luaring che Lust veies of Xclhhe earas reien. Meker-
ra was “rhancellon” [rey-r” brpr] and was |:|.-|:‘|:‘:I|-:"Il-'|:| 1r
renticnel i this ca paciry severid vimaes o she relied
decoratuem ol Nebhwparraas Funerprr remple ar Dain
el-Balini® Uhe Tact thiie Mekerra’s iemnib whie nal -
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Figure 4 The valley rornlewe<e af 1he Bamesseuns alier #504-

vatwer, [an 1, gz, bk cast Ol b pian Eagsods
urn. neg. mix 4500 56

wileel amoong che combs ol doe acher offioals of Xeb-
Rupserra®s coure, wtl the shapres arouid the villes of
J]i:_"i1 q-]-l:hlhrl IE-'ij_:IIIt_‘ 1. THI%. I :i11uﬂ T \I_IHj_{I;'!a.ll;'\-l_'l i
Winlock and ochers that Mekesra oudived *ebhe-
frroiaa anil wend G oosesve hia sugoesson, Meamula-
tep T Seamkbkara 11 owas therefure logical o as-
cime ket vhe unhimished roval wombe in 1he yalles,
sitiatterl Tl the wands ol Mebetra, hebivgoeml oy
Ring Menwshowep [ Seankbkar, isec Appen-
ilin 1

A group ab mscrpoens on nearby rocks scemed
ner e relar b e iedeonnifination sE e aofonisberl
monumenl as the morruary wmple of Mentuhorep
1L Between the vallew o ok bavy of [eie ol -Bab
el the !:-ul!. i owhm b thae unfiralal |:|:-:..'|| Funeray
mcument s sonared hes vet anocher. smaller bay
s Lol l.l:.-' Lite-spuatee o1l I].'_'lgm L. ama, .;:-.' "In
this seraller ay nurnereus geaffu of Middle Kng-
dom dare are wcised in the rock clifls bagh abowe
1ha 1.':||||1,':. Honr Wilnek u-.:;u_*.ynim-rl et sirmigs
groups of pricss had inosed thor namecs here, !
Amtng theae macocs. e gaealcd ks wers

———TT -
T
e
.

W=
LA T

L
R

| IR
e

'
LS
.r- .

Le
-

Figrre .. Bl and seccian of the wiodergroand rhuml==r 2
Hhe v lipshgd rosab e me nn ae ognd s Bokerr Mo
Barrv Chrsh, afoor Sond. 548 b Ligus] p.osg. B 157

these wb priess who seived i the dweral cule ol
|'.',i||!_rI :".fl-'nlu||-:_1li:'|| I Hl‘]ll!l‘]lt_‘!ril an naf ]Jlii.“hlh whis
served  his deceased swuocessur. Menluholep 111
Seankhkirs. Some pricas of the god Amun and
Tiuen 1i-:||1:q1'i:_'~: 1ok I||1_' [NCL | r:-E:-||'|i\. bl alses lelr g__r:ﬂfi:f'i.

Winlock imerprered che gratho on the cht as cvi-
e ol a Iesikana aace wsed T che priesteow o were
sevicned beere o anmeunee the arreval of the bark
af Avvdn when it e bossed the 29ie don g vhe ool
Mestivg ] called the Beautiful feast of the desero val-
Iev.” During thae Erasc the bark wich the age of
the gied wouhl visat thee veenpsle of” Sechlepenea arnl
remam Lhete veernight Indeed. one grafio ex-
pressle mentions the teasc Winlack’s wssum oo
it ke 1w |rri|—'~.||‘|||-q1r|.5-. ul "'{ehht'pﬂr:a and
seankhkara waieed ogerher iy lookout secmed
"E"i"' eer it the indennifucatiomn ol the wofinshied 1.
ument 35 the funerire temple of Seankhkar

The hastoncal picture cesonsibuered Iy Winlo k
e hevwewier, liss well Tonrnclegd than s j_{l,ﬂrll,ﬂrnlh bows -
leved. Mo wemple wis ever acally ereoved on ihe
[tlaccau atv the valles snhwess of e Kacoesae .



Fig'u.n.- K. View fram the valley anca rhe raurcyatd o the tcnmb of Mekerra, 1gas-31

ipliote: By plhian Ewpedinon, ney, no, MEC 41

The building accivities anly reached the stages of
|1_‘l.-r;'|'|r|.pI 1he |_|-|:-|I|!_-|'|:|'r'|'|. nl.‘ltli:ng I 111 15ves 1M L EI_IT H]
rauseway, and cutbng and casing an undecground
chamber. Theretore, o this really was ihe site of
Seankhbkarys moarwary rmooomen, the prests of
Seankhkara. who according w cher grathn offici-
el during the entine Teellth Trynaaty, never acia-
ally had a place in which to perform the ceremonies
assajatedd with the funcravy cult for the king.

The acchitectucal ¢ maims Tound o ihe plateao
consist of a serpemtine wall nonh of the enrrance o
the: unalengecutal passage, which the excavaroes e
constructed as having surrownded this estrance,
and a small house sall faenher nonh iFigures 2. 90
F:-.:'T[.H-rll,inr wills 1wrur f:l'-l;lql.lrlll!'l}' Al Midalle H.inﬁa
dom cemerery swes. In some cases serpentine walls
o Ingeed aneas in a nectopulis whers debtas could be
durnped, In other mstanoes, the serpentine walls
cervd o secure the mouth of a2 shaty whose under-
gronmd chamliers Thad been dug o winle the

E

abveproand  atchitecrure had pot ver been R
ishesd ' The ket was g :‘_'1'I:|'|r|.|3.- 1he vase a1 1the um-
finished monument site. 1 anvching, the presence
of o serperiine wall aeremmuaces the unknished sea-
ws of the monument.

A hwick bailding consisuing of three rovms exists
o the nortbkern pazt of the platfoem (Figute @], b
it was cenainly a house rather thaow & 1emphe, and s
dave is mwach lawer whan the Eleventh Dynasty
Houees havingg this sarne ple, with a larger sonam in
tran atd vwo smaller coomes an the back, were found
Twvike a0 Amvarna and in the village ar Lishe, where
they date from the Loer Mew Kingiloo res Thind T
teemicdiare Peewed. ™

Some ritwdl nlipon were froand inothe debais on-
ering the plarform. Among Lhese abyjects zame a lew
it 2mgln Base been wsed ioa roval cole; whey con-
sist of a himestone altar, roughly 58 certimeners
square, znd some pomery. None ol vhess u::l:ljn:u 15
of & charigeer pr gualiey thar cuiweighs the absenere



Figure 4. The rewaang < the Sew Bingdon bonse
secnin Figure -, ledy leregrauoed fidlam S hem k.
afcer |:-e'n|'|l Pl A% 1hat,

of a tuneeal vernple wefeing 4 king i Mentuhorep
1 Senckhkiana, who crecied many fme rmomuiments
throughow Upper Egyn during his reign of owelve
3'{'31'."5.

There is, raveaven, o cluanological discrepancy
herween the dawe of the abjects fournel oo rhe pdar-
torm and the lime of ibhe death of Scankhkara. The
alae (Figure pr s of o peculiar type this, sh ke fwe
small basims For IiI.II.LiII'I. Lrth!]'il'lgﬁ. comnmeceed bood
Larger basin by curved chanmels. Numeroes ex-
amples of this typas of abiar weee bound au Lishe. all

g woll mra the “Heelith Thnasiy™ A variann of

this wpe of altae hies siaight channels connecling
the chree basins, which may have had antecebenis in
the Lire Flevesnh Dynasoy'™ The unhe secarely dated
cumplr (Eure B EBears the name 9 Amenemboac
I, the Hest hing of Dvnasty 12 A Twellth Dviasty
cdater is, rherelnee, probable for the aloar found on
the plakorm ™

S ol the potrety (ound in the atea of the un-

Figare <. Limesiane abiar boured gl the moateo e e
dergziwnd passape to b sl oial chanker ot she
wp Frisbed wanunseoc §Earrs Crirsh. afecr Mo, Asd e
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Figrate B Alcar Trom Sebeomvios, Alevandng dawam
4l iHun (et afre Ko, A AR % Lo 1
[viAv]lp. 255, g 20

fmishenl v awent mnst have belonged w founda-
nen depostts beciuse the shapes are knowne From
cibes Boncdativme-depnsic poes of cthe peried. Pics
satable 1ot recerving foundaton ofecings sere
uncnvered] durog the excavation (see the small,
romund holes wesy of the main shaft m Figure 4.
Fraurnlatuen-rlepesin pomery is chowghn oo be diffical
w dace because of s lemdency o adhere e wearh.
tianal shapses rarlwn kg Indlow ronoemporary de-
relopment. Mevertheless, the pats {uund on the
p|ul|"-:1| 11 ire \.Ilj]v.il'lg]:r ¢ lase in S.h:II'.ﬂ." m -.*x:amph:—s ok
1he early Twellth Droasey fovend 1o e Tunerary
precmets ol Anweneembar T anel his snnoatd succes-
sar, Senwostel 1o at Lishe

s shetds of Upper Egyvpoan light-colnred
witre, decorated with indised patieans, tescealile por-
rery lound an tonbe and temples of Totbe Liyrasties
ol oaod e (Faggute ol A qumber ol round-
shouldered s vases and beennsphevical cupas |Fig-
ures a0, 11] were alse found on dhe plarean.® These

i
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Figuie y. Falual vessel wich apgpdied rups and merised dernoca.
ciein. found in the debric covering he nnfiniched s oval mon-
stiwent, Nz o o 19l larn Schenck, ateer temb card
Thelws 3241

Fiyrwre 10 Likiiswen DAs.f] vases, Ceneer: Cdins, :F.F!-'Pljin Ini-
LM _|n|.|r|n.:|| d ' Frgree 4733_|-|:|. inhery Tle Men apediLan
Muztuc ot A1l Boegors Fuod and Edward 5. Harkness O,
1gzz. 221007, I afrm. 2B rmofpheeen: Fgrpan Bxpedi-
T, g o MG gt

Figutc . Dimkng cups Caire, Egeplian Museanpy |l

A'Enitee 475416 and Chacagir. Orieaml lnsdwse, H. ClelL o
cightl: g n oy tien s m Qo em [phimn Bpypeian Fxpedition

ncgg. ey MU 4

LLx

larer vessels are decidedlr non of e Elesernh b
-:Ji'qral'lf.- Teeclfrh n'g.'na.‘\.!:.- date:. & clow J4im allel [ £4] the
round -shouldered B vases wos funnd in che tomb
ol Scncr. mother ol Incehikeyr, the vizier ol Senwens-
rel T Flesenthe TJ:.-'ruH.I,}' wieas raf (hos L e tend ki
have angular cather than round shoulders s Like-
wise, the hemisplerical cupa, wieh thieic exiemely
thin witlls. redd ocher coatimg, and racher shallow
shape, dre close ro cups ol v easly Taaellth Dvoasy
oo Lhee prveziomicl comples ar Lishe Souath, Elevemh
Drpasty cups are thick-walled and anly  panly
catecd o ke e sicde

Both Bobert Mond and Winlock's Meoropolinan
M useuim I".:l-:|:‘:t|‘-|'|.i1i-|'||‘.| leawem | |':|.ag|:'|:u-'rllx 1F weneden
mrsdels and Doate e the debms covermy the plat-
Tormu® Untorwnacely, there ss oaly one phoiograph
J'ummﬂ-"-:] el 1hese nculels (Fiaﬂ__l_lrr TG [T TE
number of vars. uny model pos and baskos, and
Inur human figures. Becawse of them joapnttions,
these fyromes cang b cduted ter the Peellth Dynoasts™
The Metropolian Muscam crew also sncoveted
Teagrrents of a fine, nonceyal ofering wable dedi-
caved 0@ person named Belynkh™ 3 name rc-
prearedly asedd fon wvomnen™ Tooview ol the Gt thal
e & single fragmene of wooden models was repor-
edlv found in the roval bucial chambet. ot the pas-
sage leachog oo o seermn moere Jikedy tha e
wizoden maedels oriinally helonged to the nonraval
lbnial al H-L"l'l-_iﬂ:llkh. ke female Tanials were Tl
ahirwn ae Uhe area . a5 discussed buelos

Suce 1 olgeon Bownd s che platBoam ol the un-
lshed cnmmend sugeests wilthe certumly a date
belore the carle Tweltih Dwnasiy, and no evideneoe
pities ree a voval fueeary colreommeneing with the
et of King Mentyhotep [ Seankhkara, prave
doubts are Taised concerning the vahdier of the at-
tbabed tician =F Thee madirishee D saaoes on ne denodsg-
p 11 weankhkara. Further questions arise when
one leoks ot loscly wn e unelergrmned pussagss
and charnler ef the unfimished monwment (Figure
413" Could chis chamber have been uwsed Eny a
[oma il The casimg of thee resene withe lonestaon g slabas
wit evidently finished. buar no carcophagus was
found Al craces of an actual burial—such as cof-
fins, camannage. linen, and other tuneral equip-
r||-e=:||l—|:'|:|.ig|:|r Tiavr :liﬂppf‘.‘uml I.'-:'.II'I:LE'EI|-I"'I'I."'|!|-.. rhianks
W repealed robbenes. but 4 sarcophigus of swne,
af a st shrine like cha bound in che boarial cham-
'|u-'|' ul h-11fr|||.||:|r_:-|t-'|1 11 N-l"ll]“_"]ll;'lril. F1 ]-}ll:'il |-'|-]:I-:||!||1'i,"*'
could nor have disappeared wchout a trace. "L s
suafremteal T the Gue than ihe chamber was Tound
hlocked by Bour hnooestone slabs. Bolero Mond de-
scrilwes chis blocking as 1ollows: "1 tound the cn-



Figure 1u. Frugmenrs
L7 worwd e med 215
Irac Lhe ares o Lhe
iwmfrizbeed m]-.;l
IFIEARE L, 1gee—IL
-:'|'.-]1-:||:n: F._g'_r'plian Fx-
pn:u,hnnn neg nn.
MOC 17q-7tizyt

Figure 19, Yoew {ioo Lop ot 1w chiffs an the back ol che Sheikb Abd el .Quron hill, showing enimnees of wnfoished iombs,
1y2c-21 iphnm: }'.g'!.'pliun. F.x p-rdil:i.-.'ln neg. m WO A



Fig. 14 big. 15

Tigure 14, Shecd Tram cluy vessel inscilied imink " Lady -
in-waiting B 11, 5.5 em. The Metrapalnan Museom of
Ao Boges burnd and Edward 5 Harkoess i1, egees,

au g 458

Tigure 15, Fromd ob fraginenc af slate bowl, showing e o[
\{c[uhnmp IV Metwawyvra. The Meiropabian Mus=om ol
A Bogers Fund, igeay. v Husqy

Fagure ol Pack uf slaie bl g Fagig wn, shevesng name of
Amenemhal | and dedicacion o Hathor ot Dendara

Figure 47 Keeonshoction of sbae boewl in Figiie v, H o of
cm 1 Willlam Scherrk]

trance ke with rhick slahs of caretully cur lime-
st the (sl about 1 e gU cenl. s s aril nem
fir cenil. Thick, was =0 carefully msered i the fuar
huge i Tioed slahs with whichhe passage was lined
that it was dithculr toe introduce the blade ol a pen-
knife i rhe pones. Theee other blocks of o moqo
cent. thickness 2ol Tillipwe "™ The vabbors' chan-
nel visible o Figure 3 (marked by an arrow) i
narcow b permil the exivacninn of 2 satcophagus.
Mond describes this chanmel s "a very minall pins-
sage dlong e vool, Jasge cnough 0o admae 2 person
g down™™ Mond lists the ohjerts [ound in the
chanmlwr 250 ~a small pal similar o those already
Found; arnbesr was Bnund below the door slab, A
rock cTyslzl bead broken. some fiagmems ol Tencs
(wseoEd, arul @ human ceoch ™ All this is enher de-
bris or, al mest, sorme sl o Tnandzonn-deprosit ma-
ressal, ivis nec the Temains of 3 roval buria]. We pse
therefore corehode 1hat 2 burial was never depos-
ited in this chamber.

The mna lngical cxplanaiion of the evidence
found would T thar when work aboveground

Fig. 16

. ik /
", - 13 &
R\ o
oy
, T
Fig 17 M

5mp|:u:d, PoT sume reiedm a1 o beer, the builders were
Lefr with a roval burial chamber, finished and rased
with Limeseone Tiun as ver devord of any urial. Sing e
the chamber hanl heen inrended lor a roval burial,
and had most probably been rinally consecrared
{vide the Epundanion deposite). w becarre mecessa v
w close it in & propes Fashion, i, we bbock icas if 3
buwsial had been brought i The presea e ol an al-
tar (Figure 70 gl poaceny {Figures g-11) suggesis
thar ritual 'Prch:ﬂ:lurt's were peerdiermed during the
hkickiog. T scenario fns the evidende s frurul,
b the assoanptivn thar this was the bural place of
King Memubowp 115 Seankhkira has o be dis-
carded.

Doubts aboul Seanklkinas being the owner of
rhe woalmashed roval tomb are remnforcel e consid -
eraticon of the group of untinished private toomls
thar pierce the western and southern slopes of the
Sheikh Aled #-0uvna hill (Fgure 1, no & and Fig-
ares &, 150 and the noathern Tace ol the halls south
of the unknished monument Mene of these vmbs
was tompleleil, and bn clicial of the sarly Midalle
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Fg'.-:.'u:i.a.n F.urn-rlninn neg nce L f-g gyl

Kingalnann wan [oarie] bere™ The siluaton s en-
tirely diffecent from thau i the valley of Deic ol
Pahri. whers all wombs were linished and wsed - if
il al tlee tiere ol Mendwatep 1T Mebhepetrs. then
later under the reign of one of his succcssors. 1o is
alac impossilibe o arcorunn Do the anfoisherd stane
i the Lombs incthe valley behind the Ramessewm as
vrang 1 the chort reggn of Meruheowp 111 Sean k-
kana. Senwaseet 10 elw Toucrh king of Dynasty 1e,
ruled only nine veurs. bue there were no wmbs left
unhnished arcund his praamid ao Hlaliua 37

I is imsdroctive to e samine (the nacure of the few
burnals that were acwally laid down in rhe valley ol
the unhnished monweenr dutiog e eacly Migdele
Kingdean. They are- the burials in che tamb of the
chancellor Mekeorra, with s deperulenn «Damlers,
and an unknewn oonbwer ol Borkds, mostly of
wonnerl, 3 the edge of the platform.

The burials of Mekewa®s depaendarns™ were, of
sourse, ceniered argnnd Uns pobleman’s interment
(see Figures z 1. z2); there was ao necd Eov bem i
be avtached v 2 roeval g The fevonsiroctaen nf

Figuoe 15, The pymamid of Amenemban 1 al Lishy sren Fooums che sice o 1he Midddle I".ingdnm r.ipiu'l [rj-L:w'.-. ipnfi=7 |prm|n:

il i | ! o =y

ther ezarly Middle Kingdom burials in the area of the
unhnished monument is difficult becanse most of
the ool shufis exasiiog oo aonl meie the (it Eerim
were rensesd from the Second Intermediate Period
w the early Eighreerah Dyvnasiy, @ which tie a
sl comereay wins inc use Baather east ) the soanh-
eastetn edge of the bay (Figure 2. nos. 101 9-1020).
Also at vhe beginning al chee Mew Kangidame, 4 nurn.
ber ul shealts were cut into Lhe debris covening 1the
platiorm. These shabis penewared the rocky s far e
al 1he |‘!||..|.r1'|.'|-r|||. [Fiﬁutr CI T L |r_:-||q—||_|-t_1|:'i-. |4_14;;|E—
11 1), One shalt was again reused o the Third In-
termediane Petieed ' The best candlichaes B eprly
Wackelle Hinp'-:‘.l-:un licrigl |.1|il|'.'t'$ iire the Four shafis
that hez i 2 row an the sombeastern amonet nf the
pladim e (Fagure 2, nos vesne=1gupy, poo7). Inothe
westermmest of these shalts (no. 1000, lacge marl
clay jars were tound, Gf 2 repe wsed oo the s of
rhe wizier lpy o the Deir el-Bahr valley and inothe
romb of Mekeira for the deposition cf «mtalning
mrenial e Furitber evidence Tor eady Middle King-
tlom burials in che atea are che above-menioned ee-
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miaing obf womsden models (Figure 121 asud 11 rom-
rewill bk rine dahle dedicared e Rebjankh towrned in
rhe debsris -:Tlr'.-ftjillg e J'l];i[||.:-r|'l1.."' Tl ooy wr
test thar one or more nonroval bunals of the earls
Wil e Hirlﬁ::lr:-rrl rek |:-|:-d|:_'|' i the wicpmiy of 1he
platfarm.

Fhe presence inthe debris coverings the pladirm
ul w number of sherds wich ik inscriprinns provide
Eurther clues a5 we the wlestinn of che persons bur-
ied. The inserijrions mencoon “the lRdy-i-waing
o™ Figure 140 % The buriad ol g high-ranking
waian i close prosinuey o oa sosid wmb eecalls che
six preecresses of Bathor and roval wives borees be-
|r:-'.1.' t]1¢'i| rrl:dgniliq el sheine s miserle the inetans
iemple of Menmuhotep 1L Kebhepeira a1 Der el
H\.ilhri n |I 1% b evn lh;ll T IO 1h|,-'ue: woerrrn-nn #ieerd
amcl were burned Iwelore the comppleuan of che
lemple. well before selhepesris vwn dewh The
il 1l aocther somtan insde the 1ovl eoramid
complex of Senwosret [al Leshi cormes o oimed;
tak plawe when Twabding iwnvanes wese sill aeiler
way mn the prramul comples " I is cherc-fome con-
sulant with ST T TS |'|-r:'lf1il:'1-'h 1t ke Ll -ies-
waiting Ha was bured inthe arenof the unlinished
e a] mearprrerl » hi]r;' wean bk oo the reeval ool was
still i quesgress. This also apples w the other cath
Mivllle Kingedom namroval barials on che pladorem

e evilernes cnneer e, mwnaaesal nomba der the
valley lehimd che Bamessewen can be summed up as
F-:|||-:1:.+.'s While lmaleling acoviiies were soill e ue-
gress. a number of female bamals wece daied diovn
arvagngd lee plaa feren, A0 210 CAT ombBs, wnly rhe
tremafr ol Meketra and bue dependeme aod relaimes
wie even Dinslied and weed. Oilearhe o eveer ok -
curred. sleer which e vallee cmeed o be s desir-
sille Tl |J-L||:_'r'. Tlaey @verm st b bBeen che de-
cision not 1w use the mooument i 1he valley for a
reoa] barial YWitheadd 5o ool loeal o ehe e rhie
vallew Lchinel the Bamesscum wis nee bngeer 4n a-
|_T:;||:'|i'.'|:: Bcsbmert besr irte e ot o the sves ol Mialille
Kivgdam alficials 10 e sggnihcant thar che villev dicd
e emes o bl weeurl o e Second Loermediace
Peanad wiil rhe early Frrheeenth Dvnasre whaen pr-
vare burials oo longer sogeha e oeiphd e e of
Lot oL cones,

The Tollewing bisnots o 1he valles bwehind rhe Ki-
st um Lo LTS An unkrnwn kir||_=I |h'|:|r:|r:||-d.
to e Ris Junerary monemant 2receed i 1he val-
||_--.'_ u.nn:l h-1,.|i||:|ir|“ ;:n:'li'.'ilitr: wWHI ||-|:'!_l||.||::| nn Ll 1he
mcnurent iself and womhbs Ter vhe ofheials of his
comarl. Dmaving rhe oaildiog preriod @ numbeyr o Li-
dies ol eourt ik died weaeld werre liorvied oo rhe [:-l.-ll

liwrer, The clhaccellin 3ekenra was the ooy a3l
v bave his womb hished. and when e—anel seme
thiest |, thiey wwere L
et i the coml, Bur the mamn comls of che king anil
the reel af che tobee cf cdfecrals were never [mshed
ub Wweral, The onle ruwal aonvidies rhae Jve Lefl
traces 4 the platform were ephemeral e per.
Lerenet ] s 31 rhe etwl wt 100 nascy o0 b ac thee bae-
grinningr o Lonasty 12

I s evidem thar Winleks xloaotcation o the
corier of che unfinished Tuneesmy womuomene as
Aentuhorep 10 Seankbkara does noc dwobe Eacrs
Hur whit wie 1he ot of the gogmashed] paeny.
merel f T heae can b e l.!l.l.l."'\-li.iu'l alwaar the ninal sea-
tus of the person: the similariy ot che plan oo cha
T3 ||‘II; ""«;l'||'|1-e'||-e'1r:| ]n-e'-:'irur Al T1ean e l-Babian o owi-
dewace enowgrh e Figure v, oo, oand 31 The
siteroe sirnnilaa its benls ron thoe ansomperuen thar the clane
wt the wihestshes] mcnunmen cannoe be lar rernowe|
Peewrnn thie rep o o el peerea, Tar a3l aljen 15 Toarnl
serm he poing ok a dace i he carly Tlwelbth Dresaste
The sarch muse, thoerelore g ac a0 kiog ol the
carlt Tuelith 10vnasty who had ennesoens wnh
Theles Bt was oliogaele e Teoeeel chiere. hoe
coly King o i thes sleseespomn E Amene b L

vk Ins 4|1-'er|||r-r|.rs irul F;lrr|i|:.'

LR 1040 F 4vk 1Rl Preasaipe or Yaesresmar |
Al 1wl

CroscTipions of the vegn of vmenemhan [ usualiv
beerirr weilh 1he stesmen that innseiliaels alienr as
auming rhe thione. the koyr moved his residence
and reure [rewn Thekses rocthe new by Jomanden oy ol
Dy-raws, ead prasent-day Lishe roaghh rhies miles
sooulh ed Claimo " Uhere v, howwrver s mviclene = ro
cennnnm e the siew that rhis evewe really took plice
“immediuely”  alter Amenembiol ecended  the
thresne. The vsirliean cddare .-|-:II|:::||.:. v ren bl Tor rhee
existence of Dp-tawy s (hat of vear 4ooob Amenerrn-
hat’s reagn - whidh s the mame as vear Lo od 1he
reieen of Servwrsseet 1007 the coregencs of the qun
Kinges ia o s ppareed 4~

True. o dragment ot o slae beew] Bl gt Lishi
Fecarth CFipoces wq-170" i inseyibeed canorhe oucsadie
with the ol nidaes of King Meonahaorep Nebs
trwovnt and enoche ineide with that o kRine Ame-
nerdae 1o Aemuhimep IV Xeboowvra as oo king oah-
erwee ke e ilmn:_'ripﬁl:-un i The aamebeesd
eylia Lidza ool Wadi el-Hud and drom towr large fuk
in:»:n: ri|::-|i4|11:»: ir| Ihl;' lI.'|.'.:|di Hierimiamaat s wlioc b o vr-
fier. Amen. plins d prmmenent rode™ 1 s wswalh
asstuncil et Nebrawvra succeeded Mentuhorep 1]



Sk hkara anl vuled dier g Barly shor period. V-
Fier Ameny s thaught oo have lawct hecnme king
undar the name of Amensmhat 1.2

Thr- |:_'4_|-1'|||1:~|_'|:'i|:_:|r|. |:'_t||' ||‘|t" w1l r4 r}"ﬂ] I_iI|.|.|.i|.|:'|E'\ 101 I:]w
slate boawl Meom Lisht has been assumed o indwcare
that the oty of [-tawey and the northern pyramid
ob Lishe wese founded a1 a time when rocallecinns
of the Jast kiog with the name of Mentuhotep were
still tresh, e, “immediaely”™ after Amenemhbar |1
seirerl the thcmee. Bod (e e oansience of @ stome sessel
thae links the name of one king with thae of 2 prede-
sessir does i Furoish @ nangh e videnes wolare the
give whers the veceoe is fpund.

The ey zvancay, @and somwe 1 acorrenlslnes a0 e
tlave vessel have noved thac the twoe imscoipoens are
micised g dillenan Hl:.-'t_" M3 H.'1'ili|'|g tFigurl-.h 15
LG5 I is clearly necessary to assume that Amenem-
bt Toael Does naeme acdded o anm nlder vessel 1ha al-
ready bore the name of Mentuhorep [V Nebawyra.
The adcitipn af roval pames W monuments ot ob-
jects of an carlier dave and inscribed with catlicr
ruvaAl rarres e s gl s s Bees dunime Egyprian
hiswre although 2 tonsiderable amount of time
ws L lly separaies the inw vipdions.” There s, there-
fore, no reasom w assume that the addidon ot
Aaneneankears rgiere e (e sl wepes made o the
very beginmng ot ks teign. Scricdy speaking, the
bl does oot even prove that heblawyra immed-
arely preceded Amenemba T The only Facy g e
gleaned from the bowl is that Amenemhbat dedi-
calerl ro o sacw nuany at Lishe a vessel thal biml previs
cusly been the wouive gift of Mebrawyra to the
Huthaw nl Thendava. Presoamabdy e vessel cime
orignally from a sanctwary in L'pper Egvp. It
should e teamcanbee reil 1l (e tansles af ool
from Upper Egrp v the new residence at Lishe is
amesteil ia ameber way, Aualiar fownd o the canal
that now runs through the regon ot Dj-tawy is in-
w1 i'hl-'l_l wilh I_!!u:' Igirre s -|'|r Sl-rlwuxu:l_ [ "Lwluw_-d uf"
boch Amun of Karmek and Monte. the lard of
Thel oy

I el Dol Tragmiean cannan b nssl as evidenoe
of the founding of [i-tawy =arly i the Teign of
Amctcembar I, what cviclemne iz theve it daving 1hia
event betore the earliest Titerary source of regnal
vear 302 Inthe absence of any (wrhct remaing Ebom
the mownsite igell, we yest tarn Wy the pyramed that
was erecued on the deserr plavean west of the wwn,
the pyratid of Lishe Manrh {Figue 1

Ty semries exicl amorys the excavaced remains of
the Lisht Morth pyramid that can be used For a
|."|'|r|'|-||1|||'rgi1 ul I.'"i'ill.l.l.ill_il_llll. ﬂru_- is Al ink 'in5|:Ti|:|-1_i1:|n

g Pndrbicyg stgme P ane the west oide of Lhe
prvamd;™ he ather 15 a group of eelicks et were
reused a5 foundation blocks in the substruowre of
I_]1q' J_lﬂ_.'l iit‘l:'lid I_Flnl_;llE'. 1_||1_-" ik aiw 1'i|_|-|i-|'|11 i:. 4_|'.|.I_t'r_| ke
“vear 1" of an unnamed king. Ax fiest glance. chis
alivke wiuled seem by corrodpprate the founcding of Lthe
new residence soon afwer Amenemhats ascension o
Ue thircaree, TolToawsesd rquickly by e start of comstruc-
rion o his pyramid. Opposing this muwerpreaion s
the evidence of the reliefs that were ysed as foun-
darien sioncs i the pyramid temaple,

Eelief-decorated fooesione blocks rewsed in the
foundarions of the prramid wmple ol Ame el
I iFygure v were found by the French Institutes 2x-
cavalions umder Gustave J&gueer and loseph E
Gautier®® wnd byt of the Metropolitan Muo-
seum.®® In is nom the purpose af this essay roodiseias
the tvpe of boalding 1o which these blocks origmally
belmged.*™ Inis #tmugh woatane el the peranicd
temple of Amenembar | at Lisht was buih on fown-
daricws than ine e poraced stomes Lirable wWwoa pernsd
Late i his Teign

The lare: daie nb the seused Tiloeks s altested 1o
primarily by two cheervanons, The Arsy concerm
the peomingin vale plaved by Uhe Sed-festival in the
rehef coenes to which Willam Kelly Simapsnn Tuas
rightdy dhiwn alention.® Amenemhbat’s Sed-festival
11 :hnughr w1 have been o poepatataon when he
diedt The second observation concerns che fact thac
the teliels were abeiguwsly exeupesl during Lhe oo
regency of Amenemhbat 1and his son Scnwosie T
O a black in e Menopohtan Museam, for in-
stance,* the pame of Amenemhat 1 {Figune 14,
Fightl appears confronting that of Tos son (Fgure
1g. lefi). and the latter 15 aposrophized @s 't
dad " rhe King Iirnse I ™ (Figwere 1. cemer) * LUhese
scenes have always been w@aken as evidence [ Lhe
wanlenoy ol @ coregency of the two kings, which is
mherwise amesied by a2 narnler o iscriplions

jeainty dated to both empns® The 2o athat 1he

reused Dinwks e pleasize the comegrency is clear 2vi-
dence that the building to which the bl ks onigis
nally belomged was etecied dovimg the last ten years
of Amenemhbath reign. ‘The coregency s have
been established by vhe e the ariginal bmlding te
which the reuced blocks belonped was decasaved =
The conclusion wi he diawn Teeen (e dae of the
tewsedl lilocks e i the reign of Amenemban 1 s
thit his pyramd wmple, in which 1he Hlocks were
uscd as bFnondansmr stomes, cannel have  beoen
etecled befure thal ome. Indeed, oo noay be b the
pyramid wemple inoms linal shape was boil after the

L5



dt‘..l‘l‘l. al I]1q' l.il'lg, w e Rq'fn-.-:,‘:l\tr! [ |'u|i.t'|:! :|I|'|:|'u:'. ]|1
this conrext. ihe dawe on the building stane (rom the
yramid—"wvear 1" —clearly rolers swor roevear «oal
Amecocmbat bud vear o of hus son Senwosrer 1. and
this also socms 1w be indicated by the arvle of the
wrilingg.™ 16 a corepeney 15 o eqmed, venr 1 0l Sen-
wostet [ 15 identical with veat 2o of Amenemhban L
Alchowg v che: ink insceipuon therclone veamains the
earliest evidence available for any buldimg activry
a1 Lish1 Motrh,™ tor the Eounding ot ij-1awy we may
row assomne iy clice wromaned veas gl Anaenembily
reign at ithe carliesy, because u seems Teasonable 1w
auppase that the ininal wark on the paeamid al the
founder coincided with the fuunding of the wwn
Thas vaew o oo robnraced by che Eaer vhan che name
of the wawre is Tliest atested e in vear v ol Serws.
rec 1 iyear g0 of Amenemban [7 Lhat is. 20 vears
alet s Eaumnding.

It cam thus be stated that the acailable chieenulsg-
iral evidence {for the founding of Dj1awy and the
heginnimg o Toaibilicg oo tivivies an b peyrarnicl of
Lisht Monh do nol contradict the possibulive thar 1o
the ewnly vedns al Bis reign Amenemhan 1 gnveoned
Egvpt from 1 hebes in the sowh, and that a funer-
ary monunicnt was laid ou e fam inohe Theban
riecrcapplis,

THE BrRiaL Fraces oF THE LasT Two
Eiwrs oF THF FLEYFRTH Divaas v

[F b unifinialsd ervval eccale i the valley motthivest
of lhe Bamesseum was erecced for Amenernhat [
whea o wut Memhowep [T Scank hkara buenedrs It
shopuld D rpresl nhan 2 Golore 1 lowalice 1his king's
funerary monument need not m any way affect the
artriloaiam o the unlinished comb ree Amenenihan 1
Mot to know where one king is butived does nol per
se invalidace the auribuoon of 3 monument w ene
of bis successors. Purthermaore, #vem with the ann.
burion of the unbnished romb o Seankhkary, his-
1y wies sl shrwet cone rvval wanb Biom e enad of
the Eleventh Dvnasty, Tor we also o nal kpow
where Menwhowp IV Bebiawyra was buned ®
Mipwithstandimg ihese s onsideaims, whete i the
bural place of Seankhkara 1f the unfinished wmb
dows wor belong o him?

Twer localives may v commdersd. Seankhkon
(and Nebtawyral could have been buried excher in-
sile Lthe Tunecary mampmen of Neliliepera a0 De
el-Bahri (Figure 1, no. ;1 o back im vhe old burial
grondd of cheir damily in che acea now called Fl-
Tarf (Fygure o, na ook An daeer mdicaning thar

Faguiie 14 Lirncsrone reliel block Found pewged in vha Todoaclanows of the pretaeaid seniple of dmgwcrahan | an Lishy g7 = B4
cri The Mamopohian Mustum of ATl Bogers Fund, igog. og. 180,01y,
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the second of these possibalities 18 the more likely
tevent by Dias Lo 1or ]'th'

Willlam Fhinders Pecrie, in his Hetoncal Soarahs
published an alabaswet plague wal b aame of
King Seankhkira (bigure ao). Cn this plague, which
is g3 By g.2 cendmeters inosize, 1he king s called
“leeliwveed ol Moo By, Taeel of Thebues" —a Dierrminly
exaclv parallel te the one tound on the smaller
fndaticm-depaat tablers Tooa tbe Fureeral s
rnenl of Mentahatep LT Nebbeptra®? It is bhighiy sie-
nibcane thar there is 3 madivion giving Dira Ahu 'n-
Wi AFigare 1, e over as b Bdspol of 1he
Scankhkara alabaster foundanon plaque™ The des-
tpvacicn “lvm Diaa Al ‘o-Maga®™ nalealens” st
ments about che provenance of certain objens can
well mean euber the kil of Lira Al ‘n-Maga
PPLIFAT N 1l e pF El-Tanf (Fig__l_llf 1., 1. 11] M
Mo provenance is reponed for a recendy published
cvlindet scal wach an almesr adentical ws ipicn ™
This seal is maade of precieus carnelian and may well
coime Jrom the lunerary cemple of rhe king.

A merwmnent conoeciel with Mentuhotep 111
Scankhkara inothe area of the noTihern patr of W
Thelsir e rppadis is the loack Cleapse ] are top of the
highest mountain peak wese of El-Larit and the cn-
wrance of the Yallier of 1he Kings 1 Eiguee 1. o, 1e)™

Figure za. Inmsed insrmprion an alabasier
plaspic, slmat g the Aame al Moty e
I Yeunkhkara und o dedwranion o Monu,
Toencloen, Brinesh S usesiey (Banos Lol afec
W b Pennie. Matencal Searobs. no. 1651

A larpe hall-like brick structars wese ol e clapel ™
hos ol the aspects ol slecping guaners dor large
groups uf people The sancluary may thersfone be
utidevswooad o be a holy place arshe beginning ot a
sleseert revurl whers carjvans restecd maer |1iH|'|I b Ecrne
serong put bor a long mrek, "lemples ot sancuaries ar
sud b laacations a1 e well ks duning rhe Mew King-
dum =

A lunerary junction ior the moumain chapel -
sel T s improlsdde, But the Tinaliling s 2 strmig e
minder ot the tacr that che plam of EN Tarit (Figurne
1o 0] bl Eween the banial place ol thee Kiogs of
the acly Eleventh Dhvvnasty. Butials of nenroval pec-
soirs were Condnued oy this area during che lae
Elevenih, Feelfth, and Thirtesrnbe dyemasties™ 1t
would be worthwhile 1o seanch tor Lthe remains of
41— [wea— 1hhiek Il:.l:r"d.l ETRT IR T CT Ea
Lhiis medgh brar hod

Ilisaormng:ar EviEnrs Fager o 11E Reinaw wr
AMEXFMHAT ]

Ihstorkally. the probabudny (hac 3 funerary monu-
e was begom Tl Aaoenernhal Fa Thebws sesalis
i a soerieriy wunewlat different Erom the wne en-
crally covisioned tor the carly vears of his king's

Fignre 51, View fram placformn o7 the wofirshed monursnn iosard rhe somb
af Mekeln, shewmg b mouch el the oyl wmb (dght Eereground 1 beanda -
WM pils.. Andd camb shafia veng And wnfi. F2dfns, The Hﬂrnru:lil:in osrum

of Aal Bogeors Tuned . wgedi, w6 £ -y nga (peledo: Egrpean Ex pedimsm g
i MEL g



reign. In accordance with the practice of e Fles.
eoflt My izats, Amenemdt | rmostindalle have uied
tr gosern Lhe counors brame che simnbern capncal.
Thae svage reached in 1he budding of che nobashed
Bunrtaas monoreenn seems e indicale o period ot
thmew vk Frve sears for che Thetsan phise il Dis eign.

Theve are waviaws imliciaiens thal. durng these
carly wears, the king undersirod his tole ro Le o die
rel conlipmation of e Flesenth Denasis, whach
mav explain why some anoear biswoians listed
Amenembil 1 withe (be Elevernth not the hwelith Dr-
nases Kings. " Evadence for close Jlinks between due-
nembat | and the Elesenus Dyveasty maay be seen in
the emlicy form of Amcnembar’s ool iwdars,
which according we the aliir From Sebennvins (Fig-
wer Jy inscnapticon oo sboesnd wias oy Judlives: { lorus
Scherepibawy : the Two Ladies Scherepubuaw; Gl
Hierus Semma; king of Lppes and Tawes Epvpr Seh-
crepabra: Sen of Ko Amenemban™ [n this ialary
the Homus maene Seloniepilitrien is cloase to the name
ot IMentuhorep I8V MNebfawgra. while the Caosld Ho-
s reere Sema teseanbales thie Hiveos orme " Sema-
awy bwprae by ."r{enluhuu.'p Mebhepoira ™

[ is o ko n when Amcacmha T ehanged the
early Eoom of his Utalios e the well-krpmon Liter one
(Hiotts Wehkem-mcsar; she wo Liadics Weben-
mesut: CAld Horus Webemermesut: King of Upper
aned Tawer Egopat Sehercpilaa: Son of Ko Aaencm-
hac),™ because no monmment of the king has been
Tienad Chart Breaces a dlse: Peelonre vesay e ol s e ign ™
at which ume vhe lawr form of the ttalars seems o
Iy beverr well eestablishicil, Siner the hsrsion ea
mine 1he roval cesidence awir fram hebes muosl
b 1 ooyt ler el rhe iler istes B rl.Lll::u:'IuF; rhe ratlier
part ol the reign. i seeme redsonable 1 suggresl 1that
the L‘I‘lilrl“t_‘ ol 1he r:i[ul:-u:. el i |:-|||!|_i|.|.|||li-:Jr|.
viath thar moeve. The significance of the main new
elernent i 1hoe |:_'||'.||'|H|ﬂ|| wbiry I:Fl'ﬁurlﬂ LLp, 1'ig|‘|||
Wehet-mesur, 1., "Benewal of farths™ or almosl
literally, repsateilly
poimed ount 1 the new mulan was adoped o
carjuri Lign with the move of the: sesolotcs o the
Memphie area. che wrm might mdeed b meat o
ex s Thee king s dlerermimation e renew the Old
Foanged ren sbater with iis carnival seal of govermaiens .l
Memyphs.

[11 spaite ol tdae Lack el elined monuments brom the
marly veprs of Ammerernbal T, osorme referero s o
Lt inscripions shed Lighe on hasorical evems dur-
i”ﬁ |_||'|5 ]_It'TiI:JI:I. lesn—- spinePx il leal Loy falh a T
ern oogin bor Amenemhbat Ioihe malitiey sciivities
insicde Egy pu, with Thebss as a cenler 3 poweT. wnd
ey seriges diffignlies tnothue Belra pross e es eol i

"Rerinssane et — s T

L]

the Dielt lneelers, which vesulied inoa number of
malilaey campuigns n these eess. Ameveandr
':‘II‘IIh'.JIiI:!H“i':IrI ':Jj.'l_ll::l'ﬁ'-l.'r r|||,|::1 ]'"ﬂ'r'ﬂ.' “'Ft{'l.'l 1171 |||i_'tl:r||1'_"j
achieyed bach mernally and unoa lotcign fien,

Iria Bteviry source, TAe Progiery wf defeen, Lhe o
gin el the king dvoto the e people of Upper
Egrvp with a mather from the ven souch of Egvpr
5 suued™ CA Ling will rornes T the vty
Arreny, the vindwaced. his name: he s the son ol a
wisnan al '[::1-51:1}. l- 5 o chilil eof K beri-rieklienn 91
Ther st spumiks o the iwa southernmosl nones o
Epvpr or Lower Pubin rla-Bcr the place of origio
sl Ang e mbat’s mollery and Lpper Epvpe (Khen-
nekhen, his gcm:rul regien of aviginl. bur dees ow
et Thetwes, 1 ahis can Twe taken as a histencal
stateTacnt, 0 sccms thay Amenembar, althaogh an
Lpper bgyplan, wis not necessanly [heban by
arthe anel hetetore o o an Tiest s Tieen g
rrembaer of the T hebao count and adnunisiratien of
rhe Elevewnch Tpaste, Howeves, By ovean o of Kon-
tdwsiep [W Mebtawvrin Amenemhbal was in prcses-
sion of power ool second reihe king, a5 can b seeen
in lus pressee array of sitles wrul oftices hsted in
the insceapoons in che Hammaman oarns

The rmanm seurce of infocmatien about  mner
Fgvpaian soruggles doring ahe corly wears of ahe
reign is the seela eracted br Mesu-Momu at Abdos
atul prresenrly in b Letteere™ Dis gene rallv agreed
thar che parily erased dace on ths swela s vear oy of
Amenembon L7 The esopaiuonn is Tieaded e onls
bv whe name of Amenemhat [ but alsa by chan o
Sewewnsvel Ldvs sanc aned, e this ienwe, aoregent. T he
e imcially refers w biah kings with the jersonal
rIHICIEm K. “therir ™ Fan then e ore Phie 1ot -:||'||.:r' M
king 13 reterved woan che singular, As Lawrence M.
Beraan huis ra t'll1|[| '|_I-:.lirI|I.-'I.| vedl, his aenlic sl ey 1l
evencs deseribed wnder nhe heading of 1he sole men-
1y eaf cpger E'i11g rroges] Fitver coner veed :‘Iurirl!_: the pe-
ried af Amenembar’s single rule betore the cote-
gency  Ferman concucdes et thus “the narcive
takes on particulir sipmbcance as dealing witk
ewents eanly inoche regn of Amenembar 1, pechags
earler than the rase 0 T1) Lvws"" ™

This then is what happencd. according w0 Lthe
Fepsi-Moory acka, 1 [Mesu-bonon] cained  the
errsops 10 snbansh el a cavbreak the Linadingg s
surrendeted. When | grasped the tip of the bow: |
Ieil ke Teattle Fom vhie 1wt Biererls, 1 oweas vartamieus, ey
arms laking [so much spoil] chat L bl 10 leave
[swomne o rhe gvetwnd. §rlestroned owe boes, T oves-
threw Lthe enemmies ol my hingd, dhere Teaog nane
cther wha wall suy the like ™ Cleacls 1 Tiver-hased
wilicars aciinn is bewg described here, because the



Figuee zz. Flan ol che womboat Mekera cwinhe b foccafean, pod, lip 2]

tleciseee wictoey  wies 1l steernoinge al e 7 landiag
stage.” ™ The whaole descripuon is suikangle Eemirds-
cemof similer events thal teok place in the conflics
between the varinus Tpper Fgypiuan chieflang be
fore Mentwhotep 11 Mebhepetra ook matters in
hiecm L5?

Furthermore, the stela vext seems to indicate chat
Thelwes wies the Tease of peoswee B thee meatical vin-
tery. Throe lines above the account of the river
|j:-:||.|_|-P'. the stela pex ecnes e ol rhe g o]
self-laudatory passages usual in such wxrs “The self-
prase apprars i lwn paragraphs each hegimmng
with~[am .. "¢ [ he hrst paragraph refers wo Nesw-
Muntu's widesprese] popalanty with s troops of
“Theban conscoprs,” ™ his colleagues in obwe, and
the conmmaen populatien, The second paragraph,
which immediacely precedes the acoount of 1he 1iver
action, praises Sesu-Montu for Tulflhing nanportant
cihical twies. a5 cnditvg §s quine remarkahle, Mesu-
Montu, weoording te the texl, protected the aged,
1he voung. and che orphans, and wias e wiain shel-
ter frar the freecing in Thebes, thit islapd of cap-
1ains, the ke ot which daes nac exise e Vppe
Egypl. the mistress of the nine bowe” Why should
Thebes be menmmnned hee as the pldms il XNesu.
Montu's good deeds® The enly possible explanalion
is thal the scribe thou ght chus was a clever bridge v
the swrcamant 1l the mi]:il;'.dl':r' At lil:_:-l:i I;11::|1 h_l;' wmat:d [ LT}
ehisruss next The bndge s onh clever, however. if
Thebes was in sme way connected with the roser-
Btse ] Bele, eaclier Tecanse e batile uxok place 10

Theham revtinery or leciiuse T lebues was the bose of
the river 1roops than foughs the banrle. The sreda west
thus perrnife & soall glimpse of the sirugples thar
were Inught inthe process of consalula iy (e rule
of Amenermhbat | in Upper Egypt.™

There are a aumber of snurres scesning o the
difficulties Amenembat faced o the region of the
Mile ddeba. A liceraty soutee, agnin Thr Prpleqy of
Meferev, savs in s desenpion of the chaos befare the
coning 0l the new kig: “Freen Diave risen i the
Fast. Asialics have come down 10 Egvpu” " Larer, in
desanhing the resulis ol Awmenermbon’s takeover, the
text refers ar length o s conenhdanon of the g -
errpand western Dedts frontiere, Uhe building of an
casiern Wil ob the Ruider™ i memioaed specificalls.
This ezt Delta furhification wall reappears in the
"!"il.-l‘.lrj nt Sinmbe” and mosn thereloee have 'rll'.'ll.li.l.”‘_«'
exislell.* Archaeologically. o (ortress balt by Ame-
nemhar [ a1 the westets Dannier, in the Wadi Na-
trun,* has been located and chus corvohories the
claitn ol newle estuhliahed Fymier bortiheztions,
while substzntizl building acovitics in 1he rPasiFtn
Delra, inchinling the erection of a palace. show the
impartance that che king assigned i ahis area ™ Fi
nally, the aheaveaguoied sela of XNesu-Montg and an
mpoartant biggraphical wexr i the nembs of the 1.
maich Bhrommhuplep [oal Bemn 1 lasan describe ac-
tuzl military sctivivies along the easern barder of
the Delra.®

The Fallowing chain of «vents, then, 15 indicated
by avalable sources far the canlv vears of Ataensm-

'y



Figrerd vy Fragroene al hmeslane pnh-gnn.ul |_'|i:I|.u livrn
Mebeoru's paetiviz H. ¥ o am Tl Bctiopoditun Museom nf
LN F!::F-u_-rs Fumed ammd Edrard 5, Harkness Ciafr, 130
a1 group

hart 1. Amemcmhar, with vhe help of Xeso. Mo,
o clhers, sibalied  resisianes 10 his role. A
Thelban roop of speoally crained mives archie s
plaved a decisme role o this edine. The vicore did
i alisalain vy take rich beasty froan cheir caumey-
men. Following this Amcncmbae et g his cole at
T|'|E:|'n='5.. nhr'ue' L E:-lr]iu_.' wis ko !-LIIILI'H' |:|'|¢: funl:slcpj
af the kings of the Memuhoep line. Wi will see Twe-
low 1har some allcials ol ke Flesertly Livnastv court
may gtual v have supparted bim all along.

Whale 1there cvetitually was prease in Ljgeer bevpt,
Lovwsr By comtirnes] b cause trouble. no enly
because chere may have been same resistanes oo 1he
new ruler amonyg rhe chielaing of Dower Exvpr but
alse Because the Delta normes were harassed b in-
vading acighbors from the cast anel west. Thas sin-
atioo nedessilaied prolonged operationrs in che anca.
The course of action thar hnzlly led o surcess wan,
apparrmi:.'. a comhananion of E:-I.I.rlil_i'-'t;' LAl IS
amad che establishwent of Egemian border fors.

Dunng the operations in Lower gyt thee Llppaer
F.R'!."'I'li.dl'l Aaimensg il learoerl 1o ;l[_rl'_:-rl:'l_:ial::: the im-
portance of the northern parl of the cowny. His
firs scp in reoTganizing rbe counres alter the Dielpy
T NLEY |1i."iHh|h::-rx wEre !"-'I:']"'H"'l-'-":l w3+ therefore the
transteral af his residence Eroim Thebes ik the
wace 111,

Lo s dithieult o sav why Lthe area beoween Dahslun
amd Meidum wis chasmen s the sice lore 3w resi-

24

dence. Choe comsideraton migy have been that Mem-
phis. the capial dunng the (Old Kingdom, wias w
Far drestn the Fayoen, whan b biged already started o be
a mew soonoimic cenier. [Lhe Fayvum oasis can be
redached Eroon Lisln by a velirvvely sboerl dese il rooe
tha svwids o chmba of the heighes fanher nonh. ™
At the samc ome. the new residenec was SOl Inger
Wi rhe OMd Ringelom capital gl Mernphis e the
cily of Hetakleopolis, the base of the rulers who Tol-
lowed the doowikall ol the Dl Hillﬁdd_lm. The aren
moumrl Lashit had played & sigrificam role in Pre-
dvpasnoc w Early Dvnasiic, hiseo e

The alwive recomstrochion of evenes admiteedly 1n-
cludes a cerzin chronological discrepancy As
shrre i ahewe, the vary of [1)-Lawy was aost probakly
fonmgded about year zo of Amenemhbars reagn. The
srate ol the unhbnished Eunerins mcnoment at
Thelws. oo the ather b, qdeaes @ period of
vnlv bre vears of work at che sice. Where, then, did
Amenenibat 1 expwsin o e Bucieil betwee year g
arnl vewr wod [U1s possible that. afver removing the
residence from Thebes, Amencmbar livs ool
o teestabilisly Mernphi o e copital, o which case
he would have begun a second funeraty nomenen
in 1the Memphic necropolis."? Onlv Bater, when the
e npeertnnce of the Fayum area prevailed.
wat the roval residence hoally csrablisheldl near
Lishr.

The Theban vears carly in 1be ceipn of Amenem-
hat [ can he underseord as a pwrind when the bing
trieel 1 consulidate his tule zecording La che radi-
Tions se1 up by che sulers of the Eleveon Tt Dty
The arverrge $iiled Teciiuee of & major Haw o the
pahtics of Eleventh Dynasey rulers. Menmlocp T
Mehhepetra tonce the cetten of power of the Her-
aklecpndlaan Lings i the nerth had been zholished)
lirgely ignured Lower Egypl. Shon raids agains
Asiatics and Tibvaws a0 the easieon anad wesiern
frontiers of Luwer Eevpr masy heve been under-
taken by ihe king or by his avcrseess of rongs,™
Pt sum I prea Funereey activites haed o mach imFI-Ei_'[
un the soonomy and organizanon of the Elevenib
]J[.-I'I.H.‘il.ﬁ gl::l'n-'-P'r'l'Il'I'IF‘l:'l[. Ther ih. |'|_:-r il|!a.|';|“l'_'\t_‘. hle]
mnlding north of Abvdos chal commemoranes thc
name of Menwhaep 11 Nebheperra, Undes blen
raborep 10 Seand hkiaza, the Thelg seerng Lo Tave be-
gun L reasserd its impottance. Uhere mar be cvi-
denee thar a culu ot chan King was maintained fuzing
Mvasty oot Btz i the eastern Delle'™ B
the ouwmerouws buidding acovices of keuhuoep 171
Seienk ki g were still cerieved VU pper Exvpe Jois
omly with Aswenembar 1 chan affairs in the ITkha



nomes gnd abthe Delta borders peoeive the atention
of the bing. Amenemhbad I evidendy learned a lessnn
that led hiaan v change Pundarmentadby i way he
ruled whe councrey.

MEKFTRA akll AMENEMHAT |

Fridence of nonroval activiies and persons actreae
Auring the Thelmm veuns ol Amsencshar 1 exisis in
the other well-known monurment m e valley
ruatbowesl of vhe Banessewn, the vomb ol Mebkeora
iFiare oo nw 30 Ficvres g w1, 220" The ok
plays such a censpicuous role among the monu-
ments aon iy pratinubar clill by thar us (g
must be intimately linked wiath the pan for the un-
Iinished moanument, the valleys mapor teaoure. It
1he vmalmashed rpommapent was ke lel e Ame.
nemhan 1 ratker than Seznkhkara, che date of 1the
Himaakr ol Meket e abrl che lindls theve oadst b b
advanced to the earlv vears of Amenemhal |

¥ekewa Hrst appears in the Shan ev-Rigal aonk
s i ek, He s hstedd thiers as " Overseer of Lhe
Six tirear linbunals,” a judicial ritde ob high rank "
The daie of the s ripnien s mest pealealy veur g
o Soelehe ez ™ Ar that tme Kheey che owner ol
Theban romb 10, wis chancelloe. ™ 1o vedr 46 of
:"-.-E'hh-.‘:}‘a-PI!'d. 4 nk gl dern hebl the ofice
ol chancellor. as 15 known from his seela. now in
Turin" Mekewa linally appeas winh the dile of
chanceller in the hmestone relicfs of Menmuhorep L
Mebheperras wnrtualy 1emple e Beic #LRahe' ™
He st have {illpwesd Mern o obicoe aber vear 6.
A the most chan leaves vears g7 oo 5 Lot klekera's
ity of olfure a5 clurwelhoe moder Meatuhotep 11
Mebbhepetra

Assumimng Meketra to have been about twentv-five
vears ald A che vimwe ol chae Shao or-Rigal inacrip-
nons, he was e his mid-thirnes when he Tecame
chanrelloy and arnund forey when  Nebheporea
Jemrl ' A qter ."'.'1:||'|1t;'||-|;'1r:-d. Rpank bk 1'1:igru_-|,| Fear
vwelve vears In the st of kings on the lurin papy-
rus the anlie "aeven wedik :'rliﬁﬁ'll'lpl“ Itelluem s aiflec
Seankhkaras norne"™ It is generlly assumed that
the reign of Menmohotep IV MNchrawyra, ol 1w ded-
e ] snnme unkisn yiaky, ek i:IL'H_'l;' :iurirlg
this period of seven years.' At the ascension of
Amenembar abet these seven vears, Mekerra was
therefure i has mud-Aflies 1le would have been
arounnd sixey il he odied while che fuietasy met-
ment ma the valley northwest of the Ramesseum was
stll undet consoruction. Feom a chronalogival por

Figuie 23 Fragmeont: ub pandcd hmesteaw 1ehed boean che
romb af Mekeru. 1. 14.5 cm. The Mo ropolinan Ausenm sl
Ay, Rogers Fus ] gond Felward 5 Hao ks el 1, ngau,
2iny.atke gTI2UP

Figune wn Frasruentys | painted Tnwstone reliel Brom the
lancke o dMekelra. I 14 one The Meerp=dian SHaseur of
An, Bagers Funid and Edward %, Hark nesa 4 00, Iy,
FITRTANRE]
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of view, there is, iherelorve. no nbjection e daing
rthe camnle anel the Baerd of Mekers o the eary
vears ol Amenemhat |

T omewe the doe of the s a0l Fum;'n'lr:p'
mguaipment Of Meketra frome the reign of Seankh-
karain Dvnascy o Linw ihe begimang ol the Twelfih
Myicasty aloes nel resalt m g great change mesofar as
the number of vears is concerned. Bur the change
has considerahle cnnseguenwes ot oot ancdeasang-
ing of the tarnb poad i ppscts anoan ot stercal
comiexe Close scrutiny of the archieciure of he
b aned thae sevle of the abjecis Jeads widae coglo.
sieert dhat i relicium b ol uljects and monoments
an carly Twelthh Dvnasoy dace i move conyineing
thicee thee hitheno pesceived place ment i the Elew-
enlh L nasiy.

The mosn siviking architeorural Eeacure ol 1he
Meketri tombe i the partice of nine polygonal sup-
porie of imectone pained i imicanion ol geanice
[Figuare 24). From Ttagmaenis found i the alelois,
the Metripwilitan Museum Expediton recnns coeicd
the suppores as eighu-sided pullaes sinnlar g those
1l :-|u|rp-|||'|rr| 193 h:.-Fm:sI!ﬂr: bl andd :|.rr||..||||.||.il.l_r_|-r:r'
ol the temple of Memuhowep 1 Mebhepetra ac Deir
cl-Bahen!'™ [na annnoval ionmb the ot ice of sben-
eler palyponal supporls s o Tealwre othersie ns
attested in che Theban necrnpolis. Elevemhb Dyvnasiy
sk i ElFTacd {Fagure oo non orbamed irgthes Jpwer

T

tanmges of the Dew el-Bahe valley have Broad rec-
Lmgulbar pilliors that are ot ot of the reck i ghe
same way as the mcetior rooms of che tombs !k
Tk Pligh U[Fum the o ILEE o Dheir wl-Bahia {Figule
i. o 14 have no portcos: their enl@Ances ane
shapeed a5 Nan Eaeacles."" The wombh of Mekenia, ow-
mg o its position high on the chfl alwve the villey
of the wnhnished monsment, should legically have
Erlleaworal thee Theie wl-Bahea s NEF ecmnhs in bBeing Fieed
wilh a Bat Facade Juch o facade would alsv have
heen casiesn v achicve in the shake tormacion cho-
wi Tier dhe Mekeirg tamle. Beaose the sole shale
that torms the chiff o this paricular place was il
suited ver pallans, motndiche pillass ol Lascs oo
from the Theban guacties were ncrsluced. But
why have a porcico at all? Ome can only assume that
the jrchiten e wlhonn Mebarra cmployved was aon o
lving directly on the traditien developed during the
Elcvenrh Dhnasny ar Thebes, and thar he inoradwced
bLis rwre riEw drar LB Thix 4 al p-u|1i|:'|r 1l
polvgonal pillars was destined o have aooimpress v
Riseruy ann Barer vears. The closest pacallels o che
Meketra porticr, allbeil wath Muted cphamms, e poe-
served inowombs 2 and 5 at Beni Hasan;''® bodh are
ks ol thee Twwllih Thenazany thar were ronccived
wnder strong imfluenes Erom the capical ar Lishe '
The wall decoranon o Mekeoas momb s cnly
preseeved in small Eragriends, Bun there are enough



Figure 26, Worden model hgures ol Tower and superyi-
warsl 1 Trom the inmb nF Hrn.nl.hmrp 11 ."-.'rhhrpﬂ'r:l_ arhi-
eranily anangesl alwr cacavation 1phow Dieer Annold)

al them W shiew thar the ieliel was eha Biesr vee
fownd i Waddle Kingdom Thebsaes (Figures wg-
2651, The rehels are waler-thin, and vhe decaals are
euhgrced e vere delicare pamting. The rolo
palede is rather hght. and mied colors often oocur.
A& vemvarkable pactice of the Mekeea paining ia
the use of the sume pigment 1m varving density 1o
achicye theee~dimensional ctecs. The wing ol the
t':dgl.ll" in ]"'iguw' e, Foan st v, 16 clivuleal Ernm the
body of the bird. ot by the usual datk conteur line
hut by an arca o a ligher shade of the same pig-
me1i 1h.'||_ ix ||srr| I vatlier e e E:ulrl! ik |I'I:.H|:r' :d]]l;_l
wing. ‘The eves of the owl in the same relief frag-
mean aile ropped By black iiangles. which aie in
twrm topped by areas o ighter shide of the sur-
rounding vellow, Another method wsed by che
pinters o the Meketia oeliefs amabes wwe ol Tine,
very Lhin black lines v create speonal surface efects,
sudh as the texiare of 1he rawhide saddle the: bull in
figure w3 is wearmg, Sach e lnoarpues o oot found
in any wcher Elevernh Lwynasweyr paimted relief ar
Thehes, Calnrs are wsually applied  waibnamly o
el particular area of relief. Omly me Twelfth Dy-
nasty paimed relicls docs one hind che delicae shad-
it el nonanaces ol by Mebeica ilecocation.'#*

A fawr number of reliel frapmems from the Me-
korea oomb come Thom large-scile mseriinioons.
Same of these provide sulditomal evidence on the

L 5

biguie vy, Weoden owrdel figures of crafizinen Eroan the
tzmb et Menmihmep 11 Mebhepeim, athiccarily arcanged
aliel cxcavation (phooo [henee A1 meehdn

titles nl Mekerra, A small group ol lragmens was
Tuundd by Georges Thiressy in 189 dweasg 1he mirial
cleanng of the tomb (Fygure @61 = The inscaptinns
e chese: Erag neons provide unnomstakabde proof thar
Mekelra hivde amang bis atler duties, the Fanctamg
ot “chict sieward,” an office thay, acoording w recent
reestibinns, was indiiel an the legmmng ol Dy-
nasiy 1z, %

Fragmente of a Ane coffin were discoversd by
Winlack in Mekewras burial chamber isze Figuie
Fer 1 The cnlin bined Tigemn des vnned 1w e Ir'lili.'d“:r'.
hieroglyphs were cimply lced imto che woeod: fter,
this frs inscripron was covered by plascer which
iR |‘=||-|_'||:u:|r aned a seerond versicon of irl':.:_'ripl:'in;srn ancl
decoration was then waced e the gilded plascey.
As prrindel aut by Jamwes Allen, the seomud inscnape
nen mcluded palasvgraphic elements thar strongly
provin rie clare nat belore rthe reign ol Amenanileat
[ (see Appendix 11 One raght ask why this cofhn
was decorawed twice, and whether che sccond user
could nae have been o peeson othel than Mekenoa,
Mekelras name s preservedd only i the mital wext
fragments. Keuse of the cotin by somecne othey
than MMebeina o e boclecl, Tigrause me oowe T birm
cold bas used che chambaer so soon after his own
burial. Ta explain che: duplication of the «olfin sles -
pritlinr, prie shomald consider the twe previows kigs
under whom Mekewra held office. The great official

|
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may well have chiosen initiall v b buried near che
pernple ol Mentuboep T Welihe periia e Tene ¢
Bahri."** The coffin be had made for 1thar bural
place mav have besn of fAne enough wiood e be
desmied desizalile Tra larer 10use in rhe Ramessenm
vailey.

Eummally, we s oeme e the micrlels—rie marsy Faim s
ol the Ands from the temb of Mekelm (Fipures o7,
A, %0075 Judgaent as o rheir dare is madss difieole
b 1 extracrdimary state of preservation and the
Tigh ymaadiny o the sarving and padating. O sl
arguec thar such rare examples of wrue an o che
gerre of nwmerure Bgures weee pesabile ar oany
time. given the presence of sufficienly gifved anis.
However, a commparisom with the maodels from the
burial ol Memuhoiey 11 Mebheperia indicales L
equivically thal ar the time of his death the roval
vl A Thebws dnld e dieve vweond canvers of 2och
abaitty 2t ats dicpaosal.

The wiaclen menlels Foond in the moderg anncd
passape and side chambers of the tomb of Mentu-
hiviepr [1 Mebhepetia ar Prein el-Bahri sFiguess g0,
11V are carelully carved ared pamted sxamples of
the: tvpical First Limermediate Porwowd maodel getwe.
A few, among the hundreds of Agurnes preserved.
ratne sotewhar closer e the Mekera anmdels, i,
compared wnh the averwhelming number of hg-
wees Froem Their ed-Bahrn the Mekeir enndels ook as
it they were made in another age. Is o concesvabie
that taere were vnly alkowt ten vears etween Lhie two
RTOUPST

A survew al Sl eatar wereden anwlels af the Lne
First Intermediawe Peried to the carly ‘[welbih Do
rigsly veveals thal there e prrimarily pwa grivgps ol
muedeils mose closely relawed 10 the Mekewra group in
e elabrorate arclatectonal deils, the itricacy andd
liveliness ot vhe scenes, and che Jull-bodicd ronnad-
ness and patural character of the frores and their
gestutes. Bodls rompatavive graugs have Tseen ool
in the northern Memphite region, at Sagogara in the
eatly Middile Kingdaom cemerety nest re rhe praa-
mid uf Tet. The first growp comes irom the bunal
ol {iemenicmwban.'** This burkal was fnund waracr. In
adadition e the moclels (Figures 5o, 550 jeweln, 2
varennage mask, and an inney and curer coflin
were uncoversd, A stela of lagh—quahty workman-
ship arignaily swod aboveground over he roml.
The secvna| group of rmodeds thit closely resembles
Lthie ories made for Mekeira was found wath dhe cot-
Fns b two men mamcd Wesermwr and Inporernhan,
T'his double burel wae also found intac '™

Gemeniernhal servel s Tunerary priest for bath
The Seah Thonasty kg Ten and kiog Me ko of
the Tenth Thenasie ' Bince tunerar: scrvces far de-
ceased kings were continued. in most cases, Eor
many gehetations. (armeniembacks olbios dees ar
help im pleoing him chronelogically. Howerer, a dare
[t Tueths Bibigeptra harials is providedd by the sioele ol
the pottery vessels found with thern, As demon-
strared elsowhere, these vessels sLare o the reign
ol Amencmbar 1'%

In order v umlenstaral what b pwa Sieegans
groups of models share wach che models ol Mekerra,
anied whiat senis all Qb (hoee prowps from Lthe models
ol King Memuhatwep 10 Nebhoperra, i is ooressay
1 recupilulate briefy the history of woonden models
lvcnmn the laie CILiL ]'l'.illglll'ull ten HheE I.":'I.I]_'!.' Twelith rl:,:-
nasiy. By wovden models we mean smali-scale
gruupi 1l wwicarlen |ig|.|:|-|3".'i il r]'lle' rnur|1|. H‘I‘Iii_ll ”:'F"
resem household servanes and craftsmen preparing
Jrewisions Eor rhe deceased. When iliese Ligines lirs,
appeared in the late Old Kingdom. they consisted
of single figures 3, &t rhe mnst, g of e -
ures Lhzt were htted onco a small Ratr boaard, and nn
architeciural elemeanis were presem.'™

The latest examples of servant Apare models dare
e the el Tawvellth Thenasty, These e rmodeis ollen
combane various rades in ome madel wiir ool are

. . |
|sn[ [|: ,'fl :-*—El_ 3 ii"" |
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Fignre 34. Proportions <1 meadel figures fiom Lhe tomib ot
HElLluhulep [l Methepelra (l=ft; and Mekeira [rig'hll- 1Rarrs
Girsh|




Fi__qurr 4k The vmnr sban e sl nI:TJ,-ring b drers Fraans che
teiob ok Meketra, igea Pamnted wood, L=l O E5 3 0n.
Cawra, Lgypoian Mussom Journal d'Fnrrde 4Fass. Righ: 4R
e Ul Metoproliian Husewin of AL, Bagers Bund aad
Faward & Tarkness (e, 1gen, 2a.a.7 (phnee: Fgppeian Fx-
poslivion e, nee M B

hesused in elaborale and detziled represestadions
ab atchivecture. We see counvards with adjreem
remas, staireases dhal leinl wp i secnd stanies, andd
rowTns Lthat bave roots end sepporong cdlumns '™
Firs, Imtermmeiligie Peringd crclels Gike g0 iniens
mediary position bevween the simple models of the
Cilel Kingddnn e clahowaes otwes of 1hee nawdrelle of
Drvnasty 1z, Ewrst Interrnediate Period Agures are

=5

ustially enclosed i hoalike structomes thal Tepresent
rhe archiwecture of granaries or courtvards bor
critflsmen. Bl ooy geonggas of First Intenimedie
Feriod woeoden hgures suill only have 2 Aat board as
a lipwe 110

Mo rnany of che concamers of He models of Men-
ruhoiep I Nebhepewra were preserved. Most hg-
ures swgrpest Bocly sienple anlitectual arvange.
menis, although a number of more elaborate details
arm |:||1;':-:t;':||l.”"' Biarh the Mebetta mredels arol 1he
maxdels Irom the two Saggara tormbs of Gemenem-
Fuur. Wesarmut and Inpoemdan are delindiely closer
ter the latest Twellth Dynasty sersions of medels. as
rhey share wery elaborawe archivecrural deails. 1o
e Wesarmt-Inparermban growp s a carpeniny shiop
thar has walls, a door. and & roof over parn of the
tonitl, "[he Getmencimhan varpenices work mmoa the-
rosnen haoeese withe poatiers tarowmg pots an g wheel
in the fronc yard.'”™ Cememembats besrmaking
iekes lace im0 rhe oot of @ vwae-stwn e hubiling, the
second story opens over Lhe court Meat 15 hong in
b wp et voren w0 drey (Figuve 220" All these fea-
Leres are very stimalar e derails of tie Meketr mod-
cls. such as rhe cavpenmey shop wich the roof cover-
mg part of e peare™ oeothe solumned upper
sory where the meat is dried. ™" & combinavon ol
achivuics seen inoa oripardoe noodel inoche Gome-
riginbar group (Figure a5 in which skanghtemmg
gocs on ogether wich baking and brewing,'! paral-
lels arather YMeketra nuelel [Figure wg). 17

Another set of tratuces common to the Sagygara
il Mekenna rruelels is B inthe properoons of
the indwidual wouden higures. The asggoritg of the
figul rs inn the mcdels of Memuhowep 1L Nebhepewra
(Evgure gol, sl pewrically all medel Rgures daiing
fcem che First Incermediaore Pesial'* have very
slender bodies, small heads, and practeally no
watsls (Figrore wg, lefi]. Doveanirss, moat of rhe dek-
erra higures (Figure 34, nghtl and those of the
ﬁmqqul'it EICILLE, :-ilLl:ll.‘:lng'l'l they shake winh the Firs
[nteemnediate Period Ggweres the hagh phis emeot of
the: sirtiell of the back, " have waists definwely nar-
o th;—m Iht—' :.hllu]l:lq'r:_-. .ill'lll'l AT -:‘]!'tl:‘i-:‘]l‘:l:‘i]]'
larger in proporten to che bodies (Bigure 27)
Thege propoettions are seen in all medels dading oo
Dwvnasly 12 4Fieure o' "™

Finally there is a sunking difference between all
dated First [riermediate Perviesl meedels, including
those trom the burial of Mentuhotep 11 Sebhepetca
proune sirle and the Sacppe and Mekera mcdels
an ihe ouher. in the postuces el gestures of (e -
thvidlngl Tiguves. The aricklike arms of che Menw-
hotep hirures are either ran et @ all oe ot only



il the wlbaw sonl Both acaas isially peenlin m icdeai-
cal gestures {Figures no, 315 1o e Meketra Agures
b ks e delicanely bent ar a vaviers of angles,
e vpper and lower arms ancd the hands ofen
riave: w3 aatural way (Figuee 273 Tn many in-
slances. sach arm or beg of @ Mebedra figure nikes
a difleerm gesture from che other, Often, when one
JFIIL TpF I"'H % Hughﬂ'rl. 1l othey s -:'.II'I|.!|-' Eligh[l!r
curved, and so on. Again, models witke such natural
gestdres o e o Twelbth D nasty dage. '8

1.-'|.'4:-|] i.|_|i1_4_-u'_| 11 51 sl:1_.-'|i5ti| :t|1|11'4|ix'.|| dAre I!'||t' tweey L e
lerale offcring bearers from the lomb of Mekerma
[Fip'url: 35].'” These fi.hll,lrrﬁ abe 1.:_3||:_,- rrivedels
bur large wooden sculptures. by virtue of thewr sice
arvl it spualicy. Iowiuld Be mceoesiing 1o discuss
the question of why these two Rgures sire seomach
larger than the other models and why more anisuic
cave Das e Bastiosend oo them, Fot pbesent puon-
poses. it may be enough to recall cthat Agures of
tiwhily clarthed and adorned women, whae carry bas-
kers on their heads sceaedving them withe their &R
hands while: lowered right hands hold duocks ar
ather vierings. evoked Bur aicien) Faypieos the
petannification ot a voval domain or large esale en-
Il'uﬁlﬂl with 11:IHEII:II.|IiIIiJ'IH ihe |'I|J|!|-F:|.d|::p' rull of o |'-u}':||.
ot high-sutlus person o the royal  funery
temples, reliet represencations of such domam per-
wimabirginms wreee slanclanl wall decieraimms " Ax
in such relicts, the two women wih offerings from
the el f Meketra repiesent and, accordiog o
ancient Egvplian beliel, guaranee the sconemic ba-
sis ook all fwney aby prowisinns s che ioimb., Mo won-
er the planmer of the tomb equiprment of Mekeora
envisaged the domain personifcanoens as almost
life-mze saities of two sery Beauiifol wamen in gas -
ments uswelly worn by deities

Figures gh—47 place the heads ol the two wonict
ier o secies ooF worrks of the ke Fleceorbs e the |-:|.r|_',.'
liweltth Liymasiy!'* The sarlwest peece in Lhe series 1
the winwlen staiwene o Aashae, gqueen of Meanalao-
rep 11 Mebhepeora (Figure 381 This slilaetie wos
frund hy the Egypaian Expedition of the Meropaol-
s Moo i thee side oF Aeshin’s rumIny inscle
ber cofin ' As with the Lwo Meketra women. Aash-
a5 are is citcumsaribed by a wig whaose 1wa sieanghn-
sithed romt pieces fall {varm behimd the ears and al-
nwdst Ceach the bircass, The mecal-bordeced eves ot
alaTastes with theit shimog blok obsidian popils
are very large. ‘T'he evebrows, inlaid wich ebony ac-
cotching o the descriponn ol the cxcacaim s, are
stratght aned well ehstanced from che eyes Ac in Lhe
Mekewa womens laces, theve s no cosmer line ai
the coprnen of the EVES. BTl |'|.|.||-|i'|1'|1-¢'-:j racaLk]y 1%

Figure =0, Statuciic ol Chaoen Aashin igze Painisd wrad
with inlaid alabasier and phuadian, EL 4o cm. Caion, Eyeplan

Musowin (gl Egwpriae Expedition peg. nn. MCC 10

pusbierl forwanl. The impression of o s of
strong persondlive s loreeiully conweyed by che
prrdiing etk acald the eose aorleotations Teside
the nostrle.

The distanee Berween cvchtows and ey, the n-
dentations beside the noctnls, and the fall hps of
Aashin are alsao tamiliar from many images of King
Hl;':n!ul'ulltlp 10 Nl-lr'ht'p-l;'tr'.l (Figu:e 4=t The f|Lse

47



Fignre 7. [ead b Ckiride siatue ot Hentubiep 11 Mebhe
peta Sandsrone, B georm The Mevrapalisan Museum nf
Arl, Ragery Fund. g, ek ey

must have besn boried arcwesed the eraddle of his
retpn. '™ The scared sandsione siawaee of 1he vwer-
CEET r_rf tT\'l_II;_:IE_J\ [r||t-'l'. fvoaer Thelwan el :qRI.'r. is a
work tha dawes pechaps ten o twenly years laer!*
Tes hearl (Figuee K1, ob the highest gualiv: has
many trams in counrrm withe the r|:-!,-:d'| '|u::-|lr:'|.ih "
sandsirne, aoticcably the distance belwesn the
racher Hat, ioward-slinding eyes, the saight oy
lwarws, the indemanons beside the noscrils. and 1he
natrked edie araomnd the s, The Tull Hesh arounad
the lawer 12w and chin of the head of Awshil recurs
in the hepd of Tl The hacel head ditters from
Aashn and the sandstvne king, howeer, i sofi-
eoieg ol all feaares, The siark intensity of the fea-
tures that gives the king and the Aashic faces a
somaewhat masklike character has been replaced hy
maturally Foaol coienes inothe head of Ioeb, Uhe
surface of the overseers Bice s rendeed wirls spe-
cial semsinvire. The bones. musculanure, and sk
appeat as TEATCHllY s prate laves, cach overlying
the ather according oo theic natural Functpm

ul

Figure q8. Head af sealed siatue ol dlie coerseer of Lvops
InreE Sandsmne. H. 18 rm. Caine, ]'.g'l-'pliun “usewm [our-
nal S EnLrde Syt g (pliote: Dheter A psdids

The 5|'ip||‘|l|.:r' latee Temawitle < rmariien [rair b the Lot
hrad is represemied g sinall wocalen Tead found
i 1he tomly of e chancellar Khery (Figures wy—
4 1).12! |10 mxgcivzinnrs lisliees o ae '|:n-"|.-||:|'|g|."\d R BRI
e represenong the omb cwoner Seatuettes of the
peervienl withe simalar close-Going haic. however, sug-
mesl thar the statuente v which the hewad belonged
was female,™ Female Ggures of thes tvpe are re-
peanedly Found with imale Tanials, hey were e
heved, most probably, to guaranees cejuvenation in
alterhile thtngh theit peewers of feeoliny '™ Khen
was elill alive i vear g0 of King Mentulicrep 1T el
hepwerta, andd his burial musi have 1aken place in the
Tast clecacde of the kings reign."™ Theretote, 1his is
alsa the dawe of the stacuetts

The wresden head s 2 small maswerpicce. and no
e the lack of the e 'i:l1]=I:r"~ clumariislias s i||1!|:||.'l.
The tull checks and small dewermined chin of
Aashit and lomef recurn ool dhe ralerarmens Teside
the nnscrils are again present. ."'thhuugh srmew bl
desirrped, the vhes baege mowrh sl shows traces



of the hne edge that encircled the ips, Cenlain dif-
Eervwr e es EEvwn h Toned andl Aashar heads can be obe
served i Lhe shape of the vves and eyvebrows. The
evebtows of the Khery head stare ol wich a slighn
curve ihave the pose and dip down wwand the
oulelr corners o 1he eves. achieving a new coher-
eie Berween eres i evelnoaws, As i most soeel |-
szed heads, espeoially when the eyes are inlaid. the
cves ol the Khevy hiead appear o be rather large.
Bt siewenrre Ageshins eves, gnal s g the wyes of the
Mekerra offening bearers. Whar 1 remarkahble invhe
Hlu;'l:r' bl s the wiry the eves ace vowncled ek
ward uncl they almost meet che wemples T he shape
al the eves b5 thus isirumente we combining the
Irtome and side planes of che face g new way

The WMeleing women (Gao Figuu—'-s. 43 45, 49
share the Khety heads newly pamed sculpturil
roundness, bur theve are imponane differcaces o
Bar dibasrrwmil beetweeens gl pwne wocnmmens el rhie ['q'.lu-'h_,'
head. ‘These differences are as grean as those Lhat
cistimgnislecd 1T Mebenna miodels Sicen the ineslels
of Mentuhoep i1 Mebheperra (Figures qo. qal.
Eirar, vheve bs o cifference ol proportion. The
mouths of the Mekeira wormen are noticeably
smaller in proporocn e the other tearures 1han 1s
the mmenth of the Khety weaman (Figmes ga—pu),
and the checks take up more space between s
and mouch, There is an ausieniy £¥0n 3 coitain
coclness,. im the Mekeieg women™s fiwes, which ron-
wasts markedly wich the Ireshness and sencitivin in
lht' E:n;_'t-\. nl A'.la.h'll. [nlr'i'. 4|r|||. I]1i:' Hln—-l_'g.' hq-:-ar_l. l:lnr;'
reasoty for the more alool expression of the Mekewa
worn s Lore s the alaeenee ol the inelenneicas Te-
sicle thee puistrils Ax o resull, the Cheeks af the Me-
kelra women appear smomh and fzn rather than
ve ey voanededd. Bonandes ] cheeke aoal indeninmms
besicle the noserils conunbuled conaderably e the
Iovcetulness ol the expressions inall taces of che
Elevermtb Dyoasty Friemn Thebss (Firunes 56 gu).
Beorh Aashic and the Khery women are {orcetul per-
sorhities, aned rTas i comverrl By the ncdividogd b
sculpiured devails of the Baces, The arost who made
the- Mekerra hgures sornve abose all oo ereate the
piture ol elegant and urbane women, and the
placid expression n cheir faces 15 based on a care-
|'|_|||:,. bidarw e i iy | i e I!_'"I.'I."rll:f ranl-
lined pirts

Cnforcunaiely, 1here ave nat many beadls in rhe
riad =il vene o il oF wenoen —the can be se-
curely dated o the teign of Mencuhowep I
Srankhkina, [ithn [0 Comoey™ Maya Moellen
and, terwatively, Crnl Aldred ' have assigned Lo che

Figures sy—g1. Head af teapals statumite booin the oanl ol
Eheey. Wiowwd, H. Grm The MHTnFmIiI::n Musenm arf ATr,
Eargers Fumd, vgl3, el soga fphotas: Bill Bariete)

iy



reevicrl a head in the Metnapolivan Moscum [Figae
421,™ and another i the Museam fir ilker-
kunde. Basel.™ Fach of these heads possesscs aome
detals that are close e those in the Meketta women
rhigure gal. The prohle of 1he Mewropolian head,
whorses i g rmnerl Ermestone mee erial sieongly sopg-
geete a Theban. or at least Upper Egyplian, prove-
nance, shnws the same shgh indencanion below the
chin as the wonden figures (910 Figure g5k The
Basel head shares with them the shape of ahe
modth, Bon beath voal heads lack the cvenness and
harmeaos of the women's Taces, The eves of the 1we
kings are posilioned predominamly in che framal

Fipuce 4u. Elewl ot Jace El=vench Dynasty king, poswldy
Mrnmhnlrp M1 Seankhbkara limestone, H 1A o The
Mlt'l.l'l'.l[.l'l.l|l1i].rl Muzeurm ut Acl, Fletcher Fund and The Cuxde
Foundation. Inr. Ceil, 1066, f6.q0.5

pling, and both show the by-now tradimenal swden-
tarasns an the neserils. '

Lz smurn hinge For parallels w the even fearures and
harmonions propottions of the laccs of the Mekena
waomicts roe B e ges e husals ol siatges of Ame-
nernhgl | tee find anything comparable. (4 1he wwo
scawed  granice swracs of  Aomenembar, e one
Eanard wan Tenis may ongimally bave swod a1 Mem-

a4

(his ™ Dis rhe e ealiborl iwage of the s,
and ats features soll retain many Eleverh Dynasoy
1eails, Clhivg amad ches ks are b, the Dalenige-
tions a0 the nostrils are clearly marked, and che
mowtfy i Taicly lavge. One should also aowe oo
clesely the sinnsus feaomes e g rowled ogetber un
the tace. The ither seated starue. found an Kharana
cFiguies g4. 480, tmentinng the Sed-lesvival ol the
kirg ' It is oof Tngh arisin gualiny aod Free of the
iwsvncrasies of the previous period. Phe body s
venileeeel wirke sulmle feeTiesg $ovr thee cnganie Tike ol
the muscles. zned the Face sBiows the rrisceore of har-
nmacny and active alettness than we o become char-
wr lenasin Do all l_"i-l:ll}' Twe=llnli l’!u;.-n;m;.- \-l_l:lli:lll:lrt'.""'
e similacties of the Face e the 1w Mekeiras
womaen s srTiking. [noall rhree heads, oyes and
wawylh sire well chisgerncee] Troren each olheer and the
smooth cheeks occupy 2 fair amount of space be-
pwedr e m, '™

Arnamg slataes of opnroeal peraong, the granile
stanue of bakhy found in kis 1omb a1 Lishe ™o0th,
anad o i Cannn [Figures g5, 481, ™ soanavely ome of
the mosy amportame works of the ume. Fhe chied
siewand Makbe s known oo b Tuirtioneld ander
Semwosred I Mokl mnost by disd noaleanl that
kings fourteemh ot fifteemh vear.'® Bul the soele
of the s12rue pwattes 10 an otigia in the reige ol Aroe-
vemshit [ ecause of s clese relationship o the o
statues nb tha King and 1 is comsisienr winho 1he Ju-
caticaen pF Makhes Lyl wewr the pyramid of Arne-
nembat [ ae Lashe Mordh ™ Makho's lite mar well
Eainteer \.[mnrwd i 1eF e rl-'iglw raf Armenembg 1
and Sensensret 1o the statue for s tomb was prob-
ably creanedd when Makhn wis sull setviog rhe older
king.

Close {acal similarivies can again be chaerved be-
tweens Makbht andl the Mebewwa wormen (Figunie g5,
night and lefl) Al three Taces ave Tather squane in
outline; the mouths are small and 1he eyes well dis-
tanced Fron the rmowath. The chins sere ampualar, with
the tip of the chin firmly set off (eom the Aech
aowndd the lowes jaws. The Meleing wrmaeo anl
Makht further share a Batness of the cheeks a1 the
sides, while i the ITomal view Szklint cheeks sl
chuiew acantie ol Nhe 1eouieoess Rl W% |.hur:|.-| Ii.t'ri:ilin;_'
fur the Thebon heads of the late Eleventh Dynasoy

A small dewril concerning the shape nl” the cye-
Fariews s od the BMekerry weomrnern s seacligative af the ar-
rsic tendencies of 1the yme. The painter of 1he
Meketa figune in thwe Metzagudicam Muswum dres
the left evebrow in a2 more downward cumve than
had been prepared by the wousdeurver. Winh thas de-



widlion, whch et b be observed in the Theban
reliefs frorm the temb ol Trag, "™ the panter showed
he was aware of conwemporacy sivle in aiming bor a
chiser relgtionshap between the eves epd evehrows,
In the heads of Amenemhan 1 and Makhe chis closer
celationnday I beea esialdisbed by haviog the eve.
brows run parallel with e wpper sdie of the ove
and the cosmetic line {Figures 44, 451

All statues of dhe veign o Aamenembet 1w e of
Memphite or Lower Egyptizn engin [n addien te
roteahemating 1he daing ol the Mekeoea higures,
Lhese comparisons rase the questicon of the regional
nrigin of the arnisy, nr arises, whe carved the Tig-
ures. Wes L, or were they, reelly Theluo® The

higuit g3, Head of wHenng
bearer Imam rhe 10mb nf

hiekerain Figuic gg 41l

Figure 45. Prodile view nf head
in Figure g3

1-.'l.:-|r|:‘|ﬁ::|1 l::l";l_“l'il'lg |!:IP4|rF:|' i:|1 B-:_::.I_l_:-n 1]7i|;|u1'\-|: 5r_;:-,
fvund in a subsidiaty temb in 1he temple of Meno-
horep TH Mebheperra a0 e @l-Balie, '™ shoses wlat
a Thelan female figure of this wpe, albeis of aver-
age qualivy, lnoked like inorhe canly Toelith Thynasay
The piece is rmarkecdly Jdifferean from the Meketra
weernert. W shidll awat disewss the differences of 1he
taces because the 1Ieit cl-Bahn Hgures canmm be
coninprned with the Mekena figures in soulptural
guithuy, The body of the Theban hgure, however, is
well conceived and exavured, amd can be el §isogim
exarnle of o Femake Agure of Theban style at the
ime. She does aon seTide lorward as vigoaaieesly a4z
1he dMekeica wenoere, el Leer |::-|||:!1_.I Lcky Lhem TermaTk-

I-'igun- 44 Head AF srare of
Sinenminbiat 1 Granite.
1L ipF e v.5g m Caire,

Egr pisar Muscunn Gon 2o

Figurr 4fi. Erodile view ol head
in Figure 44

3l



Fryguie g7 Uppeer pant of statuc of hagl seeward ™ aklo B
Lizhl. Granite. IL A sue) .45 m. Caicn, Eg;g.'pl:ia:n husenm

(R LY

able bome siewcoure of the bleketra womens badies.
Winth 4 slight conrnwing ac ehe waist and watl haps
groenluated by o chght angle 1o the culline, she cer-
taituly 1eveals 2 mare natuealisiis approach o dhe: de-
miale body chan the Aashit stivete 1Ficare 56,
which, although sensuouwsly rounded av the hips.
pPresents |;,:|,'|-.i|:_'i|,||'§,' an alwstrarct i|11:'|g_1' of the ler]'!.'. Bt
the Theban figure does nor anain che argamec mo-
bl nl th: Meken a woame.

52

"L el llil.-'lt_" wirrtilin ey ke e kelza women
the way the banes of the hips are emphasized and
thees s et ol the legs is vegulared brom this can-
ier of the body. one has @ durn W wooden soulp-
nues of the loe {3d Kingdom cxecured in the
Mtl‘l‘lpl‘li!t‘ areit. The muale sinpe of H-Pr:.-'r i'llli'l:r'.hl‘lll“'-
tel in the Brivish Museum (Figure 511 was found
wilhe twn i bey statoes ad cabey mnddels o the shaf)
of the man's tombr a0 Sidmint near the Faywen ¢n-
wanes: this greup was mads durng e Sixih Dy-
rasty. The sttoe Fovom Sl is 1leve lone scuehly
170 0 2o pears carlier than che Meketra offering
Iearers. All the more astomshing i rhe Sionlaruy
becween the two starues J1Furmes g1, 521, One can
anly assueae thay che arcist wha carved the Bekera
women had mtensively siodied extant pieces, like
the stane from Sidmant. Inbuences trom Mem-
phih-" arl wndd suchilertute are totw eable in Thelws
from the ome of umbcation voder Mentuhotep L
Mebhepenia,'™ hut whar is seen in the models and
offering bearers from tee Meketritorn b clearly pows
hewnnd mere inHuence, 'The Mekelra woodcareers
rrrusd have leen nagives ol the Meaaplare segion.

The inllowing suggestion mav be pur forward
Alwent Mekerras vale durimg the earle vears ol
Amenembiat 1 and the corcomstinees of bns bl
Wckerra. having been head of the reasury of the
king Cchanellor”n oncdes Menohieiep [T Webhe
perra during that great king's last years. served
Ihl-:_mpl'h ITY n'ign nl HF:I“IJI‘L-I'II-Plb'h qucd essnr Men -
hoep 111 Seankhbara in che same capacty Dar-
illg 1he SEYET :.-i:':dls. fu||-|'.lwi||g' Branbkhkaras |'rign,
Mekerri recopmized che sigular alilies of the man
who was 0 become Amensmhar [ and helped o
[vimg Tiiy ie ehe thevne, Whea the kiog pliaed s
funerary monument im the valley behind the Ka-
messcam. be allowed a primary pasioen on che chif
e U eoled elignitary wohe barl Been i Tas sisds Bz s
lomg. While Amenemhat was beginning te move his
senter of governmant mohe notth, Mekarra, mow an
old man, died. T honor a EanchEul Eallower, the kings
ordeved cealtsmcn fTom Ris new court in the dem-
phile regmon o prepare e Tzl equipenent Ter
Mekera.

THEBES W I'HE EarLy [weLrry Lirsasty
"T|||:' ||'|5I_|rr:|.' :_:-f .‘|.111r:11r:1:|:||l:-||! I umerd ooF This SLEI DA%
af the Twelfth and of the Thitteenth dynastie:
toril weally pan of ihe tale of Thebes" woonte Hie-

bert Winlock m The M end Fall of the Meddie Kimg-
dum e Fleber, and he proceeded o recount only



events thal ook place ourside of Thebes in the
chapier of e Irapk that aleals withe the prerpsd Te-
tween the end of Dvnasoy 11 and che Hyksos wme. '™
O haa vepeanedly been abserwed, howesen, than the
extensive building activities of the kings of the
Twellth Iivoascy o the emple of Karnak, and
neighloring sirstparies, roliate e e npar-
rance of Thebes and ws holv places was undimin-
wshees] tha g o the Middle Kingdora. '™ L sholld
also be remembered that the reliefs and sculplones
created Ent these wmples during the Twelfth Dy-
rasly were of e ighest arianic rualivg &n clearly
Acurished im che soanh. even ater Lhe center ob goy-
prrvinetd Tyl roger L toe tbee rnet e

Un the west bank of Thebes more tombs and
burials of MDynasies v and 13 have acwally Twen
umcosered than s commeonky reslieed. The cerme-
teries of EL-Tarif, Deic el-Bahri, and the Asasi] were
roadinticodsly sl S bl during ahe whale

Middle Kingdem.'™ in addiuon, come large rock-
ol I|:_:-rr|'|1$ wirre Ll raul al 1the rn-t_'l 1611 I:'|1i.t' 5|1|||¢' ur
the Sheikh Abd el-QJurna holl. Most noable is the
ik oef Se e I:Ihl.-' el b ool 1Bee wazier ol Senwiwirel
I. Iruehker) wich its beautiful pamuinges.'™ ‘Thes=
Sheikh Abdd elQuina iombs ceeilonk whar aus
have been the sie of the proposed valley wemple for
1he unboished funerary monument of Amensmhbar
I, i the e wlieve (e Boucnedaeamt waa Laler
ereceed (Rigure 1. no g1 "7 1o is still an open gues-
1ion whether Inrchker, who corainly sereed Sen-
woasret [ as vizier through the first part of thae kinge's
reign, alveady held the office under Amcnemhbar
1.7 The clige r|.-lL:|Ii||115-:11'i'|| nl 1the 1omh ool Ty
mother w the valley cemple of Amensmhar | seems
Wit oA bomsgsiatrliag <o on e een Dn.
tefikers family ancd chal bing, even 1 Senets tomb
wasi i docoraned and she was o huried bedore
Servwnsrel T aogme 1o the thmome

Frgni g3 Side view ol statue i Figure 47

Fugute 4q. Head af scacue in Figure 43

K &3



Figuie 5er Statweile of offenng beater oo uanb g, Deir el
Buhn. Waorrd, 11 #g +m. Boescen, iaseum af Fine ATes.
nin 4§ (p'hnrn: Mg af Fine s

In the valley behind the Bamesseant che boeidls
of thwe chateellor [niel. wlico BELE 1 .II.|I'|-'I." |!_:-|:'\-|:'|| I]w
Brother ar son of Mekelta™ and Mekeira's "over-
seer of the sorchouse” Wah, were Ind downduring
the years Follinsing Mekeiras death Fhe tomb ar-
chiteonire was aleered Eor Lntel and additenal reliel
decrnatinns may hase been exenuel ™ The Wah
bauril waus Tound intact by dhe Metropolan Mu-
scur Expodition in the sy —20 season '™ L we are
vight in cduting Mekeiras tombs during the reign of
Amenemhbat 1 Incet and Wah must alsa have been
basried ey in Dvmasty 1w,

[udging from his mummy. Wah was in his ihivoes,
when T cdied. ™ The liven aleann osed fore the

3

Frute gi. Saiue b Mervrabasy shelet Trom Sidmao. Winah,
H. 51 rm lamnden, Hrinsh Musenm, frres dphoen: Tromess
ul thie Britzh dusturn

mUmyE wrappitg weee maked o ink wube the
dates “vear o7 "vear 57 and "vear 87 each coupled
with Wabhs name. A "vear 17 seems oo be Batlowed
lwe sirainhier p-l:rsun"g. mane. M [F 1he ":I.'I.-'.'Ir Lj" mark
dates from the reign of Amenemhbacl, and Wah was
huried aber vear 1/ of Amenembar L he was in has
eirly twenties when Wekeicaalied. The paleography
of Wahs coffin. however. is Janrly wcadurenal {sec Ap-
prerelis PO, aend the statoents foaod sl s ooommey
(Figure r3)™* closely resembles in suele che models
in the Sagqo@ara geoup of Gememcttha (Figuees e,
43, Lad which we have compored wnh Mekeoras
mexlels above. "™ I hus secms more appeapiiare o
anenabw 1he Tyear |5"' rlinle 141 |'L-'||-'r|||.||1r:-|t-|:| [1 Mk



Figure g, Qflering Learer brom
Hxmb F Ydekeima From Figure 55

I |g:||||

beperca. The linen char carried the mark would
”‘lt‘l‘l .|1.|I"¢'I." h-e;"h:_:-l:l.ﬁt'q_l el :;ru-u'l."" Wik loanial
daves most convincingly te che eatly vears of Ame-
nemban Lo Wal masr have died eacher sholy beboere
or shootlv after Meketra, The “vear 67 ancd "vear 67
marks combined wich Wah's name on mon of the
lirens shirrnails fir well sl e ilating <l Mekerras
interment o che time just after the move of the
King's scdr ol gosvertiicr W che aoenh, ayowtd veat
g oul Armenernhat L The Tacnous scarabs of Wale™
ran now Hemly be daved w the carly Twelbch Dy
TSty

I has been rightly pomed oue thar the scrall par-
verons o the scalabs oF Wal clesely sasemblde the le-

Bigure 54 Slalaetly of s Do s
wemb i Thebess, Wond, 11 2 am.

The Metagleia o Musam o s,
Eewpzuers Fund and Edward 5. 1arkoess
Lrifr, 1232, LT

e .

Figure g Statumice of Gernemembiae
Erixny has 1nmh a F:ir;q:a.r.a.. Towsl, EL
Y L [:III_H_'II'I.HEI::‘II. by ﬂ'.irl'Il‘H'TE
Clyptuthek ine AF 1%, 1buki
||'|hn|-:| Wy I.'::|1'|s.|'u-r|_r Cperiheks

sign bound on o seal impression un one of the k-
anakbe papiri [Figure 251 The dawe of thic group
uf |;-:-d|"|1.' Miq_h_”t' F.'i:ng_lllrm '|t_'llt-'|x anaed dodarils w n-
tem by a “funecary priest” named Hekanakht™ has
teremly cotme unden discussion agaimn. These ntg -
Lt docurnents have alwavs been dated by inferenee
based om their findspor. ‘The papyn were iound by
Herlewrt Winliwk i oo sacle bl wer oo oo ol 1hee
large corrnidor tombe in the cliffs above the wmple
nl Then el-Balini, thar al’ the wizier 1pe "™ They wetn
discovered behind an intact blocking wall of nck
nn o amatg dehtis thar tormcd a sliding vamp Jor
the coffim of the waner, @ man named bessh.
Winlock, who assumed thar Lpy was an othcial of

2



Fignere rr, Lerred Tiome Hekarmabhe 1o the vaovrscen of Lower
Egvpl Hecuneler Folded, seaded. and addreased The Mecre-
raliian Misewnsaf Arr, Kogers Furnd arnd Eelward » Hark-
weas Ll ryee 2ey.50 8 (phana- Epvption Fxpeditinn neg
na. b4 ag40

Mentubmiep 11 Kebheperra, saw Mesch as a dopete
dem ol 1py. In analigy wirh Khers, Merw, and the
othes kowwn ofipls whi had tembs on che cdlitts
abive 1reir ¢l-Bahri, Wnlock placed [py and Meaeh
e the Lues vears ol Seldbepeing Sme the dares
mennened in the Hekanakht papers ane “pea 3"
ancl “vear 3,7 these vewns Tad e T s ailseal i Nels-
hepetras suceessorn Mentuhotep [ Seankhkara.'®

Winlock’s chronalagical aacerprecanom af rhe
Hekanakhe cromemls was not unanimously ac-
cepled by larer scholars. Thomas G H. James,™
whe wirae the dalinnmie E:II.thil..dliHH i The ]IH]J'!.'Ti_
tenbglive |y considersd the possibalite (hat they were
writens under Amencmbar Lo ooly oo lisings the
theswg bt again Teecauwe of Mesehs ner connection
ter Ipy, 1M whom James also saw 3 coutrict ol Meb-
hepeoia, Mg resenly, Hans Grslicke b jgrain
salelressed the question of the daw of the Hekan-
abh papyri.™ Cenedicke concluded that o dhate in

1F

Figure c£. Cothn af Mesel in his chanber. us found in
I = :|:-h.-|r|n 'F.!n.'plian r.'l:l1-|.'1:|ili|'|l'| neg. an. M5l engl

the reign of Amenemhar | seemed moost prabahle.

The visien f'|_|-1_.' 1, CHEATY 81 camaaeen |r|_|-'i|1i||11.
nol hxed in ome. Unhke Mekewra, [py dies now ap-
pea it the reliels nl the teangale of Menalaaep: 1)
Mebhepeira ™ Winlw ks assurnpliom thal he was a
mctnber ol this kings cowrn is based solely on che
b plhic gsaticon of the omibs, Close serutine of
the row of clitt-tombs aboee the Mearuhorep wemple
veteals thar met all wonha e e el ly comtsmgnerry
with Mencuhiotep |1 Sebhepetra. A number of chemn
were consttucted under Memubinep 101 Seankh-
barn zir) otheres wee o TwelTh oer evens Thivlsern b
dvnasey dare, ™

The lonial of Mesebs can lee dared e 1he n‘::il::l'l af
Senwosrer L on the bacis of the potiery vessels found
wirla rhe buwial 1Fagures g7, g8 Beside cthe coffine af
Meseh, v globulor jars were found (Figrare 56]
More jais of the sane ype and & aumber of small
prlittes, ol least Ave very thin willed chinking cupes, o



sanall pwainiedd Beaker, a sl globalar o, and o
round-shouldered A r-vases came o hghe in the
cetet cult chambser of the tacrde ™ The Jars (Figures
7, 58} are o a shape almns idemical wich a grup
ol s Diegrl o Tl s Lashet Sewceche the bewad of
Ankhey [Figures g, o) Ths bunal e securch
chatedd wo the eaclier vears of Senwoeret | beciuse the
wall enchnsing secnndary pyramid na. —one of the
gueens o1 mval family members” ombs sucrownd-
ing 1l Kirgg™ ey cimmidl— o uns cver the mowth of the
shalt leading down Lo the chamber in which Ankher
with Tmanied. Cine migh e that the jar Lvpe in
yuestion could have had a long life. 1har is, icom the
Lare Flowenrh Dynasiy theowgh the ne of Senwaos-
red 1o Amainst such an argument stands the boowl-
-E'-l'l.ﬂ!‘: wi [iawe abwia the e nl'_i:-n' e g rir|1.= Lh=
e b Amenemhban 1A pood example of 2 siniple
shuarr-nechad _i:n af the e v, Tioor nstanace. the
beer jar found with the harial /b Wah (Figuee foy.ee
In the Wah jar the maoximom diameter s snuaied
bebow the middle b sthe boily anal the sricsition be-
tweer shimulder andd neck s angular. There can be
M dowbc that the Mesch pors have 1 he placed clese
e Ankley pols, and nod w the Wah jar A dae
for the burial of Mesch in the catlier years of Sen-
woseet Doan therefore T established.

L

Fimire r7 Tvpe of laige jars bound o w upper chambe r a4
the lomb of Meseh. 11, uy em 1'William Schenck abier remb
cacd Thebes LRsn]

Yiguse i, [§ pr ol mediom.sized jar, tminoeca n'.plm. 1F wlacl
wrre Towned wndisin dbeed becsde 1he collin of Mesch (now 1n
e Shocags Dol Ishlate), EL G4 5 cm iYilliam

Sehiz vk atcer vambe card Thebwee 140t

[F Meael was Taried during the early reien of
Senwaster I the dare of the Hokanakbe e cirn-
noel fall into the reign ot Scankhkara, because i i
nnel corne Frealille than thiese Tragn e pap'!.'ri W e h‘ing
around for more than dhicre wears betore ey
Fiund then wiw it the delwis of Meseh’s ramp i
priﬁtlnc condioon. It is alse nor veey v esbealale thgg
veurs & oand & mennoned in the docamencs reier oo
the reigt of Amenemba 1 Ieciuse even a period
Of tWentr yeats seems o g inr the pajas v o T
e abovegronrul before thes were Anally d_cpn;q-
ited oor discarded. The marst likely assunipricn s
thee LAtrat s aml i counls were wrilten i vears 5 and
& nf senwosren 1 and were dise arded shuseily sifier in
thee tiwnly ol Yeyul

Uhe Hebanakht papers ibenélone provide us with
a glirmpee inin evervilay Iibe at “Thebes during the
catly vears of Senwasso [ when be wis siill core-
grnt willy hus futher—rvears 4 and £ beung yeans ur
and ¥ ol Ameoembin |—a (e when the rosi-
dence 41 Lisht had recemly been touraled. Every
readet nl the Hekanak bt letlers must be sicuck by
the seremivy and securcy of Jile i ocvoral Clpper
Eguvpr rhian o pmyweedd in the docoments. People dio
M appear tn be ar all comcerned abeun paolities, whe
5 in puewer, or the state of affaire with noghbots i

Figuee wiy. Large jan lromnthe bunal ol Ankhet, Cisha, H.
445 can licag, Omental Tnsrime (Wil liz o SChenck)

Figul'l?' ] I‘-'ll.‘diuu:l-:l::!d..iur trexm ahe bisrial af Ank b

LizhL. EL werng em. Dhicagn, Cirkenral nstimode 1% lliwin
Schenc)

¥
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Figuie li1. Beer jur of Wah drom his burial a0 Thebes H g0
rra The Merapalican Mussom sl g Beges Fual and
Edward & Harkness Lidl. 1oz, 2a.z. 554

thee e, west, andl woth. They go gk cher pri-
vale husiness, and wha they cave most [or is ehen
|.3|:|!|i.|:.'5. wilFare. Wil irLIt'1t'$li11j{ 15 |k, @onnemi-
callv, the Thehans apper e be congideaably e
afl hyn people elsewhere in Egvpt. Hekanakbe ex-
presslv cells his Iamily sn. Lener T line w5, searks
“See' One sins hunger abaac hunger Sec! Lhey
are bogionmg e gat men lieoe Sl Thiee e nn
peersple e whom those ratwins ate preen anvwhers
[a3 vou ane gercing " Ever ol cine B to des oo
pintt uf thisae o bew exaggeraled phrases habmoally
wied in o exhacrocns w Ris Samily e this “apuarrel
s mterlering heacd of hogsedhold 7 the mpli-
cativon of the passages, . well as the aoniean in
whith then appear. s than Elekanakbes B ot the
Tlweliery aligirat woag well prowuled for oal g e
when poople in other places mav ke beon huogs.
It s ofill arp eopuer guection whers | lekanakh
wriote his leers brom. One vould ke oo belicee™
thiat bre w1 the e by Tianded capitil nesar Lish,
[ruc there s nod enough evidence oo suppo s as-
summpion. W Tave e be contens with the know |-
e thar lite in the Thehan aea was censides ahly
mewre secure ac the ek of e meyen of Amenemhar
I cham ac s beginning. [ is guine puossible tiat the
relative wealth and perace o the Theban area—cec-
Laindv an :1|.||ieu°'|||.9|:|r nl 1he :d__l:t_"i-ll |:Iu||;'|:s ol I||1:'
Fleventl Therasty Bk gdser of the surke virs of [k -
nasty vd—hiermedd the basis bor che high qualiry of
Thae bvany :‘Iurirpﬁ the v hale wdiglel e H'lnp'r{-":m.

Fuyevie bz Kowanws uf inscuplong i Cagrnent eeoan the coffin of Mehctia Wirsd, plasterest aacd gilcled, ] be Mairopolagm

Musennoe ol A, Koers Funcl and Yelwaed 5. Elurkness Gk, geo. w500y



APPENDIN 1. CHRONOQLOGY

Iherasty 11 Fearrp.u,
Menuuhitep IF Mebhepetra. L3l wirfe) -
riled 1 vems B.0.
Lmification of U'pper and
[avwer Fyypr Ca. 2040 B0,
Memuhmiep 1L Seankhkara, tH. 2010 - 1S
Tuled 12 vears R

Seven vems” imetval. including

rule tof ab leasl twoe yearsiof  ra. 2Ry

Mermubmep TV Nebuwyra B.C
Thnasty 1z
Amencmhar [, Cil. ageyh -1 e
Tuleed iy vems BL
Setwvrer L ri. g -y sdi

Tulesd 475 wears A

AFFEMLIX 1L THE COFFIN
FRAGMENTS (F MEKLTREA

fames Mllen
Arsareafe Curatar, Egaptian Avl
The Mudrupolitan Musewm of Ar

I'he MMA Expenlitom vecovered mwemiv-rwo iTag-
wents of the wooden cothn of Meketra showing in-
rerior decoration thi conasts ala Ealae donr and
wirrfical eelumns ok hiq:mgt:.'phs (MMA 20 3.000-
1221 A number of these frogments indicare rhae rhe
Lolfrun’s inte rion was insceibed in owo phises.

Phase 1 consiets of simple (bt non ciepave) Tiea-
ghyphs inked divectly oneo the bare wood. then
lightly incised v outhae. Colurnns saseriage oo
wides hieroglephic groups, 1 om 12l Each column
was headed did-mde Cobwnn Tines were inkerd faor
naal incisel.

In Phase L1, a Lthin (2 iom) coating <f gessin was
applied ilirecily oves Phase 1 and covered with a
grdd leaf. Formal hieroglvphs dwilh terionr deliils)
were jncised o Uhe gold leal and undertving gesse
oi this phase. Columnas average 1 6 om widle: hiero-
glyphic groups. 15 o natl The fatse-dom docora-
tiot. alernadng paint and gold leat. s visilile only
i this please.

The name of Mreketra s presereed unly in Phase
1, incommplerely a seven Iragments. 33 {odlows:

G g i T L1L
rsy.niy g
.30 14 (bwice =
: “rgayg _"' FOUR I L
5 = 2004110

o

I?I

The preserved texts of both phases consist of Py
amid “Fexes and (bl Callin Texis, The follow-
ing have been denifed:

FT 23 20.%.101 Phase 1 1—4; Phase [) 21—
I'T u5 weay 1911 Phise | -5

Fl'oy 204107 Fhase 11—y

FIyg—ut g,9.117 Phase | g—9

FT inf—112  z2a.6.157 Phase | K-z

FI 155—-14n ey 1w Phase 1 =10,

These are suffhcient to show that the cofin hadl
rhe standad N Kingelom Offening Ricual in boik
versions. on the interior front, The location s indi-
cated both by che onendatiom of the signs and by Lhe
presere of the lalse-donr decnracirn on Ebrgnicm
zo.q. 000, £)n this fragment, K1 2y, the first spell of
the riteeal Tiegiog i e Tiest cotwmn e cighn of
b Ealse-door docoravion. in bowh phases The same
arrangement coours wlso fand onley ooty Ben
Hagan cadlins BHE, BHal, and X yBas*

Danng critera are provided by paleographey, con-
Lerls, el L--|J'|pI r:'t!]]1i|.' n-'l.'hrl.i-qul:"- Al oof chiege sUggest
a dare lawe i Denasty 10 or in the reign of Armenem-
hat 1

Paleography. [he bookroll shows bolh bies
(21 9108 Phase [ g0 feaiee thar seems o a)ywar
first in rhe reign of Amenemhan 1% This indicates
that Fhase 1 Geoled Tead arul gessiz) is ol Ay o
varlivr thin the begimming of Dhynasiy 12 with Fhase
1 sommewhat eclier

Contamix, The arvangement of FI' 25 immedi-
atety Entlowing the fatse door s paratleled only an
the ocnlfm EH, BHA1Ll, and KiBas, as nooel
zhove. These appear 1w belong 1o the pered from
the el of Thenasty 11w the reign ol Amctacmhar
Lo Uhe use of full offeriong spells (BT gy-yS, (0l 1)
in plae ol the sharrer offoring lise s vane oucside
the Uld Kingdom prramids. he only other in-
stances am ontHina appeat o be X 0Bas, Byl and
MUY AW chese, the hrsy tee are probably contem-
porary fend af Dynasty v o the wwign of Amenem-
Bt 10, rhe 1hird pethaps samewhat laer {Amenem-
het [ o varbier)

Technique, [he nearest parallel to che epagraphic
technigue of Fhase U ihweraglvphs nked ilicently on
barc woad, then lightly incised in omline] ocewrs in
B B, the onster cofTin g0 B Bao g therelime cor-
remporary with it tend of Lvmasty 11 o the reign of
Armenembor Thr

[n sum, the available vvidence sugpests that the
irtericn of Mekerea's ol was inicially decarared in
a sovle very sumilar to that foand on the cothos of

39



the Bersheh nomarch Dudf-nfs (B e—gBed This ani.
il decvmyiwm, which appears w have been com-
plete. was cubsequenty corered with wesso and galdd
lewf, ke which the same or similar 1excs were in-
cieed more elaborareh and ara alighely bager scale.,
presumih]y Tror Meketra as well, "[he hnal phase of
decarannn seems e biate been caraierll o under
Amenewihal | the ongina phase gicher in e s
reign or now much earlicr

a BHC ewd ol The meodst sablleal T ] s0slejal Py,
ASAL S opogegl e ey arl gils g0 TS Searen collin o
Sir U] agatighe: T Lacaw, ASAE 4 e ppn #5-v45 %0 Bas
ol ab M=t called Kzil. G Lapp, Srpe des Alntlaen
Hek e aus dler eleoiabigen Saimnlung bbastabe 14 3y cwe-
ladvn, 1B ppr g zopls. g a1 -7,

b W Schenkel. Frudramdimpieens Sdsea, Bogpoge= Cremal
1 T Suhier. was v Bann, opie o e Dlachan ootfo ol
B ad DA s g o L 2 somernGen e e aF Sebed, Fuswes o larm
withiuL s as dewsroninacive ol ' weaal gl e ali, ar o nusuaal
1 e winguae vaciann al the reglalar <otbundeienerirgLive Hall '

v. | the dann R 5o 1L Willews, “Clhamge o |ogbe” 3 0L I,
[1EE | op. B, GE

L BB et ruBin ol fhenende, AMFY wlie- tey! and
MasT croflin of Wk, WALA vu iRy camhl aTe unpuhlisht
rxvepr Eor thear Lindlin Texis, Far i b, see Willems. " Uhosia
wl Lale! e v =2, wti—apa aond tlar AeHen B, Brovartii. io s
B Ancienl J'..ﬁP.', rhe Arprun cnd e Sym= [.'|:u_l,-\. ) Meem |-l|"
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