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A THEBAN TOMB OF THE LATE THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD
ON EL-KHOKHA

INTRODUCTION

The profound social changes occuring under the late Ramessides and the early years of the Libyan
rule have not remained without an effect on Egyptian material culture. One of the best indicators of this
phenomenon is funerary art and, more specifically, the funerary artefacts retrieved from the tombs of the
Theban necropolis. Although the material from regional cemeteries in Middle Egypt, the Delta and espe-
cially the royal necropolis at Tanis also provides valuable data to a better understanding of the characteris-
tics of this change, it is only at Thebes that a vast sequence of tomb groups preserved by favourable climatic
conditions can serve as a basis for more elaborate studies yielding a compass for the assessment of contem-
porary corpora throughout Egypt. The significance of the Theban material was already recognised by early
scholars following the discovery of tomb groups in Deir el-Bahari, the Ramesseum and other sites at The-
bes. More recent investigations have also convincingly shown that the period between the 11" and mid-7" c.
BC is far from being homogeneous with regard to cultural patterns and paradigms expressed in material
culture.! Relying on typological studies of various genres of this material,? the production of the 21" and
early 22" dynasties is now safely distinguishable from the preceding and successive Theban corpora. The
present study offers a summary of the digging activities carried out in a mortuary complex that dates to the
second part of the Third Intermediate Period, i.e., the late 22™ and 25" dynasties.?

This period witnessed the revival of most parts of the ancient necropolis occupying the slopes of
the Theban mountains. Burials dated to Dynasties 22 and 25 have so far been reported from Taref,* Dra
abu el-Naga,’ Deir el-Bahari,$ el-Asasif,’ the zone of the Ramesseum together with the lower enclosure of
Sheikh abd el-Gurna,® Gurnet Murei’ and Medinet Habu.!® The two most important necropoleis, viz., el-
Asasif and the zone of the Ramesseum, are situated in the central part of Thebes-West, in the proximity of
the New Kingdom mortuary temples. These areas are not only distinguished by the high status of persons
buried there and the large number of burials but also by the presence of newly constructed tombs. Tomb
construction in the 21" and early 22™ dynasties was actually limited to the transformation of earlier monu-
ments for multiple burials by adding new shafts, corridors and chambers to the original monuments. Al-
though this practice was massively retained during the later Dynasty 22, a demand for newly constructed
tombs clearly appeared at this time. The standard tomb-type of this period represented a two-storey con-
struction consisting of a massive, typically brickwork, superstructure built on the surface and underground
rooms hewn out from the bedrock. As it was convincingly demonstrated by Eigner," this tomb type devel-
oped from late Ramesside tomb chapels, representing an early example of archaising tendencies that be-
came predominant in Egyptian art from Dynasty 25. Besides funerary at Medinet Habu, numerous exam-
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ples are known from both aforementioned necropoleis. Excavations of the 1960s and 1970s have demon-
strated that the area of el-Asasif was once dotted with chapel like tombs of the late Third Intermediate
Period that were arranged in insula-like blocks along ‘Nekropolisstrassen’ running in an east-west direc-
tion.’? In the zone of the Ramesseum the re-use of earlier monuments predominated, though there is suffi-
cient data to think that tombs with brickwork superstructures were also constructed.!’* With respect to Third
Intermediate Period constructions, there was, however, a blank space on the map between the two areas
that can now be filled in with monuments excavated by the Hungarian Mission (Fig. I).

El-Khokha hillock is actually situated in the centre of the Theban necropolis flanked by el-Asasif
on the north, Sheikh abd el-Gurna on the west and the zone of the Ramesseum on the south. Discussions
of Third Intermediate Period Theban monuments usually lack references to tombs on el-Khokha. Recent
excavations, however, positively verified that nearly all monuments under investigation also yielded consid-
erable material from this period.! The objects in question belonged to intrusive burials deposited in secon-
darily cut side-chambers or shafts in New Kingdom monuments. The re-use of these monuments is, of
course, not surprising given the fact that el-Khokha lies in the closest proximity of el-Asasif and Deir el-
Bahari, i.e., the final destination of the Beautiful Feast of the Valley. Since this feast played a prominent
role in the religious life of Thebes-West,!> a tomb in the closest vicinity of the Deir el-Bahari temples or of
the processional route of the feast may have significantly increased the prestige of the burial. This is also
the reason behind the extensive tomb building activities on el-Asasif, the area that actually covers the
causeways to the temples of Deir el-Bahari. El-Asasif is separated only by a low ridge from the southern
slope of el-Khokha where TT 32, the original target of the Hungarian Mission, is situated. The physical
endowment of this area is similar to that of el-Asasif; one can see a flat or slightly sloping terrain in the
foreground of the hill. It is in this area where the network of Third Intermediate Period necropolis con-
tinues. The zone excavated by the Hungarian Mission features two hypogeum-type tombs arranged regu-
larly in a system of NE-SW orientation. It is interesting to note that this orientation does not conform to
the system of New Kingdom necropolis streets but forms a different pattern. On the basis of the coherent
pattern of orientation one may suggest that this Third Intermediate Period necropolis on el-Khokha con-
tinues under the rubble that now blankets the territory to the west and south of the Hungarian concession.
As the analysis of the archaeological material indicates, both tombs date to the late Third Intermediate
Period. In the following, the structure termed Tomb B will be described to illustrate the burials considered
typical for this cemetery.

EXCAVATION IN TOMB B

Tomb B occupies a large area on the southern slope of el-Khokha that partly overlies the first and
second forecourts of TT 32. After the completion of cleaning works in the innermost forecourt of the New
Kingdom monument, the Hungarian Mission set about to excavate the outer parts of Djehutymes’ tomb in
1991. While searching for the remains of the second courtyard, a shaft tomb (Tomb B 2) was discovered to
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case and pottery datable to the same epoch (personal observa-
tion). In the tomb of Amenhotep (TT-61-), pottery, ushebtis
and amulets of the late Third Intermediate period were found.
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Fig. 1. Tombs in the outer forecourts of TT 32
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Fig. 2. Ground plan of the superstructure of Tomb B
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the south of the innermost eastern pylon tower in the same season.'® It turned out soon that this shaft-tomb
was connected by several breaks in the rock to another underground structure that we now term Tomb B
(formerly called Corridor Tomb B).!7 Excavations continued in both monuments during the next two sea-
sons (1992-1993), ending in the cleaning of all side-rooms of the shaft-tomb (Tomb B 2) and a considerable
part of Tomb B as well.®® The research provided a firm basis to suggest that Tomb B, in contrast to Tomb B
2, was a hypogeum-type tomb accessible from the west from a brick-vaulted chamber. Although the outer
part of this structure was not completely cleaned during seasons 1991 and 1992, the study of Tomb B was
temporarily suspended in favour of excavating the remaining parts of TT 32’s second forecourt. The exca-
vation in the area of Tomb B was finally resumed in 2001." The main objective of the campaign was to
clean the entrance of the tomb, thereby gaining a better understanding of the physical environment of TT
32 as well. The excavation programme continued in 2002, and was followed by a study season in 2003.
During season 2004, an additional cleaning was launched in order to clear the entrance area in front of
Tomb B’s gateway completely, and to finish the excavation of a small shaft in one of the underground
rooms that was suspended in 1993. In line with the digging activities, a restoration programme was also
carried out in years 2002 and 2004. Following the control diggings of season 2002, the vault over the corri-
dor leading to the underground parts of the tomb was reconstructed. In season 2004 all remaining parts of
the superstructure (vestibule and forecourt) were consolidated and partially reconstructed (Figs 37-38).

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE TOMB

The structure of Tomb B is constituted by two architectural units: the superstructure made entirely
of mudbrick (Fig. 2) and the underground parts hollowed out from the bedrock (Fig. 3). The superstructure
consists of an open forecourt and a vaulted vestibule that was probably used as a cult chamber. The fore-
court has its entrance from the south by a gateway flanked by two small pylon towers (Figs 2, 4). The east-
ern side wall of this forecourt cuts through the second western pylon tower of TT 32, suggesting either that
this part of the original New Kingdom monument was already in a highly deteriorated state by the time of
building Tomb B, or that the builders of this later age deliberately removed the New Kingdom installations.
The fact that the other parts of the New Kingdom court are preserved in a comparatively good condition
speaks in favour of the latter suggestion. Such a hypothesis is also in keeping with the fact that the founda-
tions of the western part of the New Kingdom court had been laid on a stone fill, which was later removed
when establishing the foundations of Tomb B that were laid directly over the fafla. Due to this, the floor of
Tomb B’s forecourt and vestibule is approximately 0.75-1.5 m lower than that of the New Kingdom court.

The vestibule of the tomb (Figs 2, 4, 5) opens in the axis of the forecourt. During the course of the
excavations numerous bevelled bricks with grooves on one side were found in this chamber, indicating that
the vestibule was covered by a vault. Since the ledge in the walls for a support to carry the vaulted roof has
been preserved at several places, the whole chamber could be reconstructed. The vault was closed origi-
nally on the two ends by the extended faces of the side walls that were carried up to the height of the crown
of the vault. The outer faces of the front and rear walls of the chamber also extended over the facade —
clearly with the aim to receive the thrust of the vault. An unusual feature in this chamber is that it has its
entrance from one of the long sides and not from the short side which would be the logical solution. This
feature, explained by the layout of the tomb, considerably weakened the support of the vault and certainly
contributed to its collapse. As indicated by remains embedded in mortar, the doorway was bridged by a
wooden architrave.

At the eastern side wall of the vestibule there is a small doorway which gives access to a second
vaulted chamber sunk partly into the bedrock (Figs 3-5). This chamber is actually a corridor that connects

16 KAKOSY 1993, 3-5. 19 KAKOSY 2002, 319-331.
17 KAKOSY 1994, 24-26. 20 KAKOSY 2003, 423-432.
18bid., 24-26; KAKOSY 1995, 3-6.
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Fig. 3. Ground plan of the underground parts of Tomb B
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Fig. 4. The NE-fagade and section a-a of Tomb B
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Fig. 5. Sections b-b and c-c of Tomb B
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the superstructure and the underground parts. Its entrance from the vestibule was originally closed by a
lavishly decorated wooden door (Fig. 7) that came to light in the 2002 season.?! Since the door opened in-
wards and it was somewhat higher than the vault of the corridor, a larger, eight to ten bricks long vaulted
section had to be inserted at this point (cf Figs 2, 4). The raison d’étre of this unusual construction forming
actually two superimposed vaults can probably be explained by a planning mistake. Other interesting fea-
tures of this doorway are represented by its perfectly preserved wooden threshold embedded into a mud-
brick mortar and a stone block with the name of Djehutymes re-used as a doorjamb — an obvious post quem
evidence for the dating of Tomb B (Fig. 13). The vault of the corridor was a barrel vault built in a parabolic
section. This method,? also widely used in modern Egypt, does not require the costly aid of timber centring
since the rings of the vault are made obliquely, leaning against the end wall of the vault. In contrast to the
vestibule intended to be exposed, this second vault was covered with rubble, thus forming part of the un-
derground system of the tomb. Noteworthy is the feature that the vault bears on its interior white painted
linear motif decoration. The six to ten centimetres wide irregular stripes executed with reed brush seem to
follow the texture of the vault. The decoration as a whole recalls the so-called spiral white decoration typi-
cal of Nile fabric vessels of the late Third Intermediate Period.

The vaulted corridor was separated from the underground rooms of the tomb by another door.
Although the doorway is now badly destroyed, the original sandstone doorframes were found in situ. The
remaining parts of Tomb B that follow behind this door are carved out from the rock (Figs 5, 6). This un-
derground gallery actually features an L-shaped corridor and side chambers arranged alongside. The origi-
nal burial chamber of the tomb was probably the innermost Room V. This chamber is accessible through a
shallow, so-called entrance shaft that is characteristic for Theban burials of the Third Intermediate Pe-
riod.? Two secondary shafts, dated to the 25" dynasty were found in Room II/b.

On formal grounds, Tomb B finds its closest parallels in late Third Intermediate Period Theban
funerary monuments. Although it seems, that most newly constructed tombs share the layout of a two-
storey construction, this period witnessed heterogeneous tendencies with respect to the organisation of the
architectural space. Disregarding simple shaft tombs or rock-cut chambers, the contemporary Theban
tombs can be divided into two categories on the basis of the functional criteria whether the cult chapel is
found in the superstructure or in the underground part of the tomb. The chapel-like tombs excavated in
Medinet Habu, the Ramesseum and el-Asasif clearly belong to the former category, while the so-called
“temple tombs” of Dynasties 25-26 on el-Asasif to the latter. The two traditions overlap since chapel-like
tombs continued to be made in Dynasties 25 and 26 as well.” That these two traditions did not represent
conflicting ideas but rather two variants of the hypogeum-type tomb, appears to be corroborated also by
Tomb B which exhibits a transitional form. Regarding its size (relatively small in comparison with the
“temple tombs” of el-Asasif) and the place of the cult chamber in the superstructure, a relation with
chapel-like tombs is hardy disputable. Chapel-like tombs, on the other hand, usually have three chambers
in the superstructure as a throw back to the New Kingdom standard in Theban temple architecture, while
their underground rooms are accessible through either a shaft or a staircase. In contrast, Tomb B exhibits a
different arrangement of architectural space, characterised by a linear sequence of a forecourt, vestibule,
corridor and underground rooms. Analogues of this system may be identified among the large-size 25"-26"
dynasty hypogea on el-Asasif.?® Although Tomb B lacks numerous elements that are typically present in the
“temple tombs” of el-Asasif, the articulation of the building as a whole is comparable to those. A parallel
for the combination of a forecourt with a single vestibule is provided by Tomb VII, a 25" dynasty monu-
ment excavated by M. Bietak on el-Asasif.?’ Considering these facts, the architectural characteristics of
Tomb B can be understood in the framework of the late 22"-25" dynasty development of Theban tomb
building.

2 jbid., 431-432. 24 The depth of such shafts varies between 0.9 and 1.7 m.

2The technique of barrel vault is explained in CAR-  Shafts of this type were discovered in TT 32 and TT-61-.
NARVON-CARTER 1912, 43-44; cf. also SPENCER 1979, 123-126; B E.g., the tombs of the Divine Adoratrices in Medinet
EL-HAKIM 1999, 37 and EL-NAGGAR 1999, 8-10. Habu: HOLSCHER 1954, 17-30.

2 Cf. ASTON 1996, 81. 26 Cf. EIGNER 1984, passim.
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BURIALS OF THE LATE THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD - THE FIRST PHASE OF TOMB B

Since Tomb B was plundered more than once, the funerary artefacts have been preserved in
fragmentary state. Due to tomb robbery, some of the objects found their way to areas in the vicinity. The
highly mixed contexts did not allow, of course, a full reconstruction of the original equipment. The find
analysis has shown that Tomb B served as a family tomb with the burials of several generations.?® The sur-
vey of human remains has not been completed yet but there is sufficient information to think that Tomb B
accommodated more than twenty burials.?? This number must also include the secondary burials of Ptole-
maic times; nevertheless, if one only allows for the half of it, the number of Third Intermediate Period
burials still remains high enough to signify a long life-span for the tomb. The chronological conclusions
borne out by a typological study of all diagnostic archaeological remains indicate that Tomb B was built in
the second half of Dynasty 22 and remained continuously in use in Dynasty 25, as well. In absolute terms,
the time span of the tomb ranges from around the late 9" c. BC to the early 7" c. BC with a possible exten-
sion into the second half of the same century. The uncertainty in dating is not only explained by the mixed
and disturbed context in Tomb B. Another important factor is that the dating of various genres of late
Third Intermediate Period Egyptian material culture is not yet as precise as one might wish. In addition,
Tomb B also yields a graphic illustration for the situation when the chronology of individual parts of a given
find context conflict each other. To quote the most intriguing example of this phenomenon, I only refer
here to the cartonnages (Figs 8-11) and the pottery found in Tomb B (Figs 21-28). The excavations in
Tomb B brought to light a vast collection of cartonnage cases together with a minimal assemblage of coffin
fragments. The cartonnage cases appear to date from the 22™ dynasty since all of them represent the so-
called “Two falcons type”,*® the chronological spectrum of which is held to terminate with the end of Dy-
nasty 22, when cartonnage cases were replaced once again by wooden innermost coffins.’! The dating to the
22™ dynasty that emerges from this picture stands in a sharp contrast to the pottery finds from the tomb.
Although there is a significant collection of pottery vessels firmly dated to Dynasty 22, the bulk of the ma-
terial is represented by types that are thought to post-date the middle of the 8" c. BC, i.e., the beginning of
Kushite rule. Thus one can arrive at the conclusion either that the production of ceramic types in question
started earlier or that cartonnages continued in Dynasty 25. The most feasible suggestion is probably that
the typological complexes of Dynasty 22 and Dynasty 25 do at least partly overlap. Besides this conclusion
that seems especially valid for the pottery, I am also inclined to accept that cartonnage cases had continued
in Dynasty 25. To support such a suggestion one may align the contextual evidence from Tomb B and sty-
listic considerations, as well. The hallmark of the “Two falcons type” cartonnages is the presence of two
winged deities — a ram-, and a falcon-headed one —, the depiction of which is usually followed on the lower
part of the case by a long vertical motif — almost exclusively the Abydos fetish.’? These motifs are omni-
present on the fragments from Tomb B, so that their association with the aforementioned typological group
is out of question. On the early examples of the “Two falcons type” cartonnage cases, the central elements
are usually complemented with subsidiary registers filled with religious symbols, protective genii and deities
associated with the funerary cult. This scheme appears in a slightly different variant on the examples from
Tomb B: the protective genii are featured in small compartments that display “label texts” arranged in two
or three columns. Although the rendering of subsidiary figures in panels or compartments is also attested
on cartonnages firmly dated to the 22™ dynasty, this type of arrangement is much more typical of coffins in
Dynasty 25.** Even more informative is probably the colour code used on these specimens. What is

27 BIETAK 1972, 30-35. 31 TAYLOR 1989, 53; TAYLOR 2003, 113-114.
28 Cf. KAKOSY-SCHREIBER 2003, 204-205; SCHREIBER 32 TAYLOR 2003, 105-106.

2003, 61-62. 3 Cf. e.g., the coffin of Nehemsimontu: KUENY-YOYOTTE
2 Personal communication of Dr. A. Makg. 1979, 100-104; Cf. also the coffins of Takhebkhenem and Irbast-

%0 For the definition of this style cf. TAYLOR 1988, 166-167.  wedjanefu: TAYLOR 2003, figs. 61-62.
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Figs 7-8. Third Intermediate Period objects from Tomb B

Acta Archaeologica Academiae Scientiarum Hung. 56, 2005



Fig. 12

A THEBAN TOMB OF THE LATE THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

Fig, 11

Figs 9-12. Third Intermediate Period objects from Tomb B
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Figs 13-20. Finds from Tomb B
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Figs 21-26. Third Intermediate Period pottery from Tomb B
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especially important to us now is that the background of the compartments is white, while the inscriptions
are carried out in blue pigment. These compartments are divided by chevron motifs and horizontal inscrip-
tions written on a yellow background. The use of blue hieroglyphs on white, on the one hand, and the al-
ternating yellow and white background colours,* on the other, are once again indicative of a relatively ‘late’
date, clearly alluding to the usual colour code of 25" dynasty coffins. The subject matter on the cartonnage
cases from Tomb B finds good parallels on 22™ dynasty exemplars. There are certain motifs, however, that
escape most cartonnages of the “Two falcons type”. One fragment from Tomb B exhibits, e.g., an eye-
panel, which is a motif characteristically absent from the coffins of Dynasty 22, but frequently attested in
Dynasty 25.% It is a widely accepted consensus that the decorative styles on cartonnages reflect the style of
contemporary coffin designs. As was shown, there are numerous characteristics of these cartonnages that
require a comparison with 25" dynasty coffins. Although the excavation in Tomb B has not brought to light
firm evidence concerning the date of the cartonnages, the style critical considerations suggest a dating to
between the late 22™ and the 25" dynasty.

Before turning to the discussion of the finds, a paragraph has to be devoted to the prosopographic
data from Tomb B. Unfortunately, tomb robbery and modern vandalism eliminated nearly all textual evi-
dence concerning the owners of the tomb. It seems that there are only two objects that refer to individuals
certainly buried in the tomb. The first object is the aforementioned wooden door found in the vaulted cor-
ridor of Tomb B. The inscriptions on this door mention four names, viz., Payom, Ikhentes, Nespaut-taui
and Heriry.3 Since Ikhentes and Heriri appear only in the filiation of the two remaining persons, one may
presume that only Payom and Nespaut-taui were buried there. Prominence is nevertheless given to Payom
who is mentioned twice with the title Smsw n °h “servant of the Palace”. The other object containing a pro-
sopographic information is a cartonnage case (Fig. 8). The reading of the name is somewhat problematic;
the most feasible suggestion is Bu-iru-heru.’” Although the names Payom and Nespaut-taui occur else-
where,* none of the above individuals in Tomb B are known from other sources.

In order to allow the reader a more detailed insight into the material, in the following, a brief de-
scription is given of all important find groups of Tomb B.

Coffins and cartonnage cases

Since the stylistic features of the coffins and cartonnages were already discussed above, it is suffi-
cient here to touch upon the most important exemplars only. As was shown by Taylor, a characteristic The-
ban coffin set of Dynasty 22 consisted of an anthropoid outer coffin painted with yellow signs on a black
background, one or two polychrome inner coffins and an innermost cartonnage case usually of the “Two
falcons type”.* Sometime in Dynasty 25 the anthropoid outer coffins were replaced by the so-called Qrsw-
coffins and the cartonnage cases by wooden innermost coffins.*’ Although arguments were aligned above to
suggest that this shift in tradition was not a sudden one but had a transitory phase in the 8" c. BC, it is clear
that numerous elements of a Dynasty 22 coffin set — e.g., the black background outer coffins — cannot post-
date significantly the beginning of the Kushite rule. Unfortunately, the coffins in Tomb B remained pre-
served in a highly fragmentary state. The remaining fragments testify to a craftsmanship deeply rooted in
the tradition of Dynasty 22. The outer coffins of this age are represented by a fragment from an anthropoid
coffin depicting side panels filled with protective deities. The polychrome coffin fragments discovered in
Tomb B may come from inner coffins of the same period (Fig. 12).

34 TAYLOR 2003, 118. component ‘jb’ is not to be read in Late Egyptian names of this
3 In Taylor’s interpretation the reappearence of eye-panels  kind CLARYSSE 1978, 239, footnotes 2-3.

is associated with coffins of Dynasties 25-26: TAYLOR 2003, 37PN 9%4. 4.

117. 3PN I, 100, 15 and 176,1.
% See KAKOSY 2003, 431-432. The name Heriry was given 3 TAYLOR 1989, 47.

by Kékosy as Heriibiry. As was shown by Clarysse, however, the 40 TAYLOR 2001, 236.
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As it was shown, the cartonnage cases can be dated to the period between the late 22™ and the 25"
dynasty. The preserved fragments are characteristic enough to suggest that the cartonnages in question
represent a late phase in the development of the “Two falcons type”. Unfortunately, the number of exem-
plars cannot be determined with precision. Judging by fragments with the depiction of the Abydos fetish
(Fig. 8), one may assume that at least three such cartonnages were once deposited in the tomb. A fourth
example is represented by cartonnage flakes that exhibit a black resinous coat on the exterior. As it was
demonstrated by Niwinski, this rather rare type of “decoration” was applied to coffins and cartonnages with
a ritual purpose in Dynasties 21 and 22.4' The surfaces left uncovered by this treatment allow us to identify
the cartonnage as a “Two falcons type” piece. Fortunately, a good number of characteristic iconographic
elements could be reconstructed from all four cartonnage cases. A frequent motif is, e.g., the solar falcon
with two rearing cobras and four protective figures (probably the Four Sons of Horus) on its outstretched
wings that appears on the chest (Fig. 11). As Fig. 9 indicates, the top of the head was occasionally decorated
with a scarab beetle, alluding to the solar concept later more elaborately expressed by hypocephali. An-
other interesting feature is the aforementioned eye-panel that decorates one side of a cartonnage case (Fig.
10). Since eye-panels are recurrent elements on the coffins and sarcophagi between the Middle Kingdom
and the 19" dynasty, the occurrence of this motif is clearly an archaising throw back to classical tradition.

Amulets

The collection of amulets from Tomb B exhibits almost exclusively types that were used as pen-
dants on bead nets belonging to Silvano’s Types A and B.a.*? The nets were made of tubular faience beads,
forming a reticulated pattern composition laid over the wrapped mummy. The types in question required
the attachment of the figures of the Four Sons of Horus and a tripartite winged scarab to the upper part of
the net (Figs 14-15). The chronology of these bead nets established by Silvano has been lowered recently by
Aston who claims that bead nets cannot predate 750 BC considerably.** His view is also supported by Tee-
ter in suggesting that tripartite winged scarabs composed of two wings and the scarab beetle first appear in
Dynasty 25.4 However, some scholars still maintain a dating to Dynasty 22 for the earliest bead nets.*
Since concrete archaeological features did not date the exemplars from Tomb B, only a tentative chrono-
logy to the 8" and early 7" ¢. BC can be proposed for them.

Ushebtis

The excavation of the fill overlying Tomb B yielded at least fifteen different types of funerary figu-
rines dated to the Third Intermediate Period. Some examples also bear short inscriptions featuring per-
sonal names - e.g. Paherhes,* Padiamun,*’ Nes-khonsu*® (Fig. 16) and Ankhefenkhonsu*. Considering that
all these types were represented by one or two exemplars, none of which can safely be associated with
Tomb B, it is likely that they came from nearby monuments and did not belong to the original context of
our tomb. What could be securely connected to Tomb B were small, typically crude quality figurines of Nile
mud. Some of these ushebtis were coated with a blue or green wash clearly in imitation of faience proto-
types. Although Egyptological literature gave little attention to this inferior class of funerary figurines so
far, their frequency in Theban tombs of the Third Intermediate Period indicates important archaeological
phenomena in the background of their use. Recent studies have shown that from Dynasty 21 only the elit

4 NIWINSKI 1992, 457-471. %PNI, 116, 2.

42 SILVANO 1980, 84-88. 47PN ], 121, 23; CHAPPAZ 1987, 145.
43 ASTON 1987, 642. 4PN, 178, 20.

4 TEETER 2003, 135. “PNI, 67,9.

4 JKRAM-DODSON 1998, 145.
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Fig. 29

Figs 30-31

Figs 27-32. Pottery of the Third Intermediate Period and Ptolemaic Period
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Figs 33-36. Ptolemaic finds from Tomb B
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could afford the elaborate faience ushebtis that now fill the exhibition cases of Egyptian collections. For all
other burials, mass-produced clay ushebtis became the norm from the turn of the 10"-9" ¢. BC.% The ico-
nography of this class imitates the faience figurines: workmen are depicted in a mummiform posture, while
the reis ushebtis — when present — wear the costume of daily life. Since these figurines always lack inscrip-
tions, their identification is difficult if other objects of the equipment do not provide prosopographic data.
This is also the case with the figurines from Tomb B that once formed at least five different sets each con-
taining 401 ushebtis. The workmen ushebtis were made in all five cases according to the same model por-
traying an unbearded mummiform figure with tripartite wig and hoes held in the hand (Fig. 17).

The ushebtis’ transportation to and storage in the tomb required ushebti boxes. Unfortunately,
tomb robbery has spared only one such object, viz., a lid for a box (Fig. 18). On the basis of the profile and
the four corner-posts, the lid can be identified as part of a box representing Aston’s Type VIIL5! The hall-
mark of this type is the aforementioned corner posts that imitate qrsw-coffins of the late Third Intermedi-
ate Period. Since this coffin type post-dates the beginning of Dynasty 25, the boxes imitating them cannot
be earlier either.

Pottery

The cleaning work in and around Tomb B has yielded nearly four hundred ceramic vessels associ-
ated with Third Intermediate Period dates. As mentioned above, the pottery items represent two typologi-
cal phases, corresponding to Aston’s Phases II and III, i.e., to the periods dated between 950 and 750 BC,
and 750 and 625, respectively.’ The entire chronological spectrum of the material is, of course, not neces-
sarily so broad but seems to be restricted to the period between the late 9" c¢. BC and the early 7" c. BC.
The bulk of the recorded ceramic vessels falls into the following pottery classes:

dishes and bowls of Nile fabric B2 and C,
so-called sausage jars of Nile fabric C,
Nile-based vessels with spiral white decoration,

large containers of Marl fabrics,
carinated jars of Marl fabrics (Marl A4).

Mmoo w>

Class A is a heterogeneous complex, consisting of several morphologically and chronologically dif-
ferent types. Parallels associated with dates from Libyan times to the 25" dynasty may date flat-based dishes
(Fig. 21), of which ten exemplars were found.”® The chronology of shallow bowls (not illustrated) can be
given even more broadly. These vessels, derivatives of Late New Kingdom prototypes,’* are thought to be
especially characteristic of Aston’s Phases I and II, though they apparently continued until the 25" dy-
nasty.> Similar conclusions can be established concerning the bowl-type distinguished by its taller shape
and smaller rim diameter.”® Of the types occurring with frequency, the latest one is undoubtedly the bowl
with ledge base (Fig. 22) that dates to the late Third Intermediate Period (25" dynasty).5?

Class B comprises neckless slender jars usually described as sausage jars. This type (Fig. 23)
evolved from a jar-type of the 22" dynasty,’ appearing with remarkable frequency in Theban contexts of
the late Third Intermediate Period which is due to its function as container of mummification materials or

50 ASTON 1994, 33. 54 Cf. ASTON 1999, Nos 15-16, 48, 77-78, 193-194, 284-286.
51ibid., 35-37. 55ibid., Nos 525-526, 1460, 1473-1484, 1599-1602, 1706,
52 ASTON 1996, 87-93. 1745.
53 Examples from Tanis dated between Osorkon II and 56 POLZ et al. 2003, 342, figs. 1-2; BRISSAUD et al. 1987, 94,
Shoshenq III: BRISSAUD et al. 1987, fig. 16, No 200. From Ele-  fig. 16, Nos 192-193, 197, ASTON 1999, Nos 1489-1491.
phantine dated to the Libyan period: ASTON 1999, Nos 524 and 57 ASTON 1996, 73, fig 217b.
1071.
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solid foodstuffs for the deceased. Although Aston gives a time-span for the type in the 7" and 6" c. BC, this
chronology is certainly too low for the examples in Tomb B where Saite burials are unattested. Instead, I
would suggest a dating to the 8" and early 7" c. BC, thus attributing these vessels to the younger genera-
tions of occupants.

Class C consists of morphologically heterogeneous vessels, the common features of which are rep-
resented by the presence of modelled rims and painted decoration (Figs 24-25). The vessels of this class
were made of coarse Nile clay, covered with red self-slip and painted with white pigment in a manner that
forms a spiral decoration.”® The examples so far known came to light at Thebes,® assuming a Theban origin
for the product. These contexts also suggest that the debut of the type took place around the middle of the
8" c. BC.

Class D is once again a morphologically heterogeneous complex, featuring ‘meat jars’ and ampho-
rae. The broad-set vessels of Marl A4 fabric illustrated by Fig. 27 are extremely difficult to date precisely,
since they first appeared in the New Kingdom but continued, practically unchanged, at least until the late
22" dynasty.5! The vessels from Tomb B belong to the late phase of the evolution. A dating to the 22™ dy-
nasty can also be proposed for the amphora neck Fig. 28. This neck originates from a rare type of elongated
amphora with bulbous body, short bulging neck and handles on the sides.5?

The vessels of Class E, though heterogeneous in morphology, were ultimately made of Marl A4
fabric, while their articulation is characterised by complicated rim forms, carinated vessel-surface and han-
dles attached to the body. As shown by Spencer, this pottery first appears around the middle of the 8" c.
BC, thus being contemporary to Dynasty 25.9 Vessels of this type were frequently destined to store the
leftovers of mummification. This is also the case with Fig. 26 which contained pieces of textile adhering to a
hard resinous material.

The five pottery classes of Tomb B can also be characterised from a chronological viewpoint. On
the basis of parallel materials one may state that Class A is represented in both typological phases, Class D
is typical of the earlier phase, while Classes B, C and E only appear in the later phase. The evidence of
pottery finds militates consequently in favour of a relatively long time span for Tomb B from the late 22"
dynasty to the 25" dynasty.

Other finds from Tomb B

The range of the archaeological material from Tomb B cannot be fully outlined without mention-
ing a few important finds not belonging to the above categories. The most interesting of these is doubtlessly
the wooden door retrieved from the vaulted corridor of the tomb (Fig. 7). Since the find context of the door
and the personal names written on it have already been discussed in this study, and its inscriptions were
presented by L. Kékosy in a previous number of this periodical,* it seems sufficient here to comment on
the stylistic features and dating only.

The decoration of the door is divided into five main registers. The uppermost register consists of a
wide decorative tier subdivided into seven stripes of patternwork, which is followed further down by a
winged sun disk with uraei. As was noticed by Kékosy, this element, usually adoring lintels on temple gates,
was intended to assimilate the tomb to a temple. The winged sun disk surmounts further four broad tiers,
two of which are filled with inscription while the rest contain figural scenes. Directly under the disk a fig-
ural scene represents Nephthys, Isis, Osiris and a rearing serpent, most plausibly Nehebkau, standing be-
fore an offering table. By analogy with similar scenes from coffins, the deified deceased and/or the judge-
ment scene of BD 125 should have been depicted on the now missing right side of the scene.® The next tier

38 ibid., 76. 62 Cf. ibid., 71, figs 213-214; ASTON 1999, Nos 616-619;
¥ ibid., 81. BRUNTON 1930, pl. XLI.41.
60 CASTEL-MEEKS 1980, pl. XIXb, No 51; POLZ et al. 2003, 63 SPENCER 1997, 67.

365, fig. 19.1. 64 KAKOSY 2003, 431-432.

61 ASTON 1996, 71.
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Figs 37-38. The superstructure of Tomb B after restoration
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consists of an offering formula arranged in columns, followed by a figural scene in the fourth tier. The lat-
ter represents a deceased on the bier with four canopic jars beneath and a winged disk above the protected
corpse. The preserved inscription accompanying it gives the name of the deceased as Payom. Finally, the
last broad register is inscriptional again; the arrangement of the text repeats that of the third register.

The stylistic and chronological assessment of this door is problematic because we possess only a
handful of data concerning such objects from funerary contexts. The most famous example is the door from
the New Kingdom tomb of Sennedjem at Deir el-Medine.% This object, elaborately decorated in a Rames-
side style, has, however, apparently little to do with the door from Tomb B that exhibits a more complex
composition. The figural scenes on our door invite a comparison with coffins of Dynasty 25.” The row of
deities seen in the second register and the deceased on the bier in the fourth register are iconographic ele-
ments that became especially popular from Dynasty 25% when panel-like compositions started to be re-
placed by a system of arranging the decoration in registers. The advanced phase of this style is well known
from the coffins of the Basenmut family produced in the later half of the 25" and the 26" dynasties.®® The
door in question is, of course, not necessarily so late in date. Another important feature to be considered
here is the style of the inscriptional panels. These were executed with hieroglyphs in blue pigment on a
white background which is a colour code identical to the cartonnages from Tomb B. Since these carton-
nages are supposed to date from the late 22™ and the early 25" dynasty, a similar chronology can also be
suggested for the door. Such a chronology is also supported by late Third Intermediate Period so-called
‘inscriptional style’ shabti boxes.” The inscriptions on these objects are carried out in a manner clearly
comparable to our door — with blue or black hieroglyphs on white background.

Besides the wooden door, two more groups of artefacts have to be mentioned that may contribute
to a better understanding of the character of the burials in Tomb B. In the case of the first group it is
probably more justified to speak of the absence of certain objects. Only a sandstone lid portraying jackal-
headed Duamutef, i.e., represented canopic jars. This lid (Fig. 19), dated by analogies to the 25"-26" dy-
nasties,” was found in a mixed context of Tomb B’s forecourt, so that even its direct association with the
tomb may be called into question. It is difficult to decide whether canopic jars were stolen from the tomb or
never placed there. Noteworthy is, however, the fact that at least one mummy in the tomb testifies to the
custom of replacing the internal organs into the body cavity.” This practice widely applied during Dynasties
21 and 22 did not require the attachment of canopic jars to the funerary sets. Even dummy jars appeared
only in elite burials while most contemporary assemblages lacked such items.” It seems that the old custom
of storing the human intestines in jars revived under Taharqo,™ remaining sporadic until Dynasty 26. Since
the individuals buried in Tomb B did not belong to the Theban elite but to the middle class, it is also possi-
ble that their burials were unaccompanied by canopic equipment. The sole exception is probably the burial
placed in one of the side chambers (Room I) of the tomb. This chamber was provided with a niche in the
floor (cf. Fig. 3), which, by analogy with similar niches from Medinet Habu, Saqqara and Giza,”” was con-
structed for the storage of canopic jars.

The second group of objects may arouse interest for other reasons. This group contains wooden
objects — an akhom-bird, two shuty-feathers and fragments from ram’s horns — which belonged to Ptah-
Sokar-Osiris statues. Wooden statues of Osiris were frequently placed in Theban tombs from the New
Kingdom, undergoing a significant functional and iconographic change during the Third Intermediate

6 Cf. the coffins of Shepenmehyt and Djedmontefankh 70 See esp. the ‘inscriptional style’ boxes of Aston’s Type
(25"-26" dynasty): TAYLOR 2003, pls 64-65. See also the coffins ~ VII: ASTON 1994, 33-34, fig. 6.4.
of Tadiiset and Hor: LAURENT n. d., Nos 167 and 168. 71 HASLAUER 1989, 2,111-2,112; REISNER 1967, 82-83 (CG
6 Cairo 27303, cf. DESROCHES-NOBLECOURT 1985, No  4120), 90 (CG 4139).
45. 72 Personal communication of Dr. A. Maké. Cf. also
67 Cf. e.g., TAYLOR 2003, pls 61, 63-65; RAVEN 1981, pl. 5, FARKAS 1993, 19-21.
LAURENT n. d., 126-132; LISE 1979, Nos 1, 3. 73 BROVARSKI 1978, 4.
68 TAYLOR 2003, 114-115. 74 ibid., 4; ASTON 1987, 640.
% Cf. RAVEN 1981, 7-21; SHEIKHOLESLAMI 2003, 131-137. 75 ASTON 2000, 161.
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Period. The presence of ram’s horns and shuty-feathers (Fig. 20) indicates that the statuettes from Tomb B
belong to a late phase in the development of Osiris figures when the image obtained a more specific ico-
nography referring to the composite deity Ptah-Sokar-Osiris.” Types III and IV in Raven’s typology that
exhibit this scheme appeared in Dynasty 25. The relatively ‘late’ chronological position of these statues is
also indicated by the akhom-bird that used to decorate the pedestal of such statues. Unfortunately, the
chronology cannot be elaborated further on since we miss the statues themselves, which may have provided
more precise criteria for dating. Considering that several examples of Type IV and at least one example of
Type III are Ptolemaic in date,” only a vague chronology to between the 8" and 3" c. BC is possible.

BURIALS OF THE PTOLEMAIC PERIOD - THE SECOND PHASE OF TOMB B

The archaeological material positively verifies that Tomb B, after a period of abandonment and
decay, became reused in Ptolemaic times. As indicated by the diffusion of finds, two parts of the tomb were
favoured by the late occupants: the vestibule and the rock-cut chambers of the tomb. The vestibule, proba-
bly being in a highly damaged and deteriorated state by that time, was restored by the new owners, and
transformed to house multiple burials. The finds retrieved from these burials included painted and domes-
tic pottery (Figs 29-33), footcases from Ptolemaic cartonnages (Fig. 36) and blue-glazed ushebti figures
(Fig. 34). Especially significant was the concentration of Ptolemaic painted pottery decorated in a style,
which exhibits a unique amalgam of Egyptian and Hellenistic motifs’® (Figs 32-33). Five types of ushebti
figures were represented — all characterised by a thick blue glaze as well as back pillars and pedestal, fea-
tures that are typical of post-26" dynasty funerary figures.” On one of them the fragmentary name of a
certain [...]Jhertjebty® is preserved. The most remarkable find of this chamber was a papyrus roll retrieved
from a niche in the south wall of the vestibule.®! The papyrus containing the Book of the Dead chapter 1
also features two personal names,? viz. Setj-guwa and Ronpetnoferet.® According to O. Illés who is study-
ing the papyri from TT 32, this papyrus did not form part of a longer roll but contained only the extract of
BD chapter 1. Similar rolls used as magical charms appear in post-Ramesside funerary contexts.® The
chronology of the burials in the vestibule can be established on the basis of pottery finds. The stylistic fea-
tures of the painted pottery are indicative of a dating to the 3“ and early 2™ c. BC. Similar conclusions can
be borne out by the co-presence of two undecorated pottery types illustrated as Figs 29-31. While Fig. 29 is
a four-handled oil container that has a time-span from Late Dynastic times to the early Ptolemaic Period,*
the unguentaria illustrated by Figs 30-31 are unattested in Egyptian contexts before the 3“ c. BC.

As already mentioned, other Ptolemaic burials were identified in the rock-cut chambers of the
tomb. It is hard to say if this part of the tomb was accessible in Ptolemaic times through the original en-
trance or the shaft of Tomb B 2. The fact that the side chambers of Tomb B 2 yielded predominantly
Ptolemaic material points to the latter suggestion, also signifying perhaps that Tomb B 2 was a Ptolemaic
addition to this large tomb-system. The layout of the side chambers of the shaft tomb8 seems to corrobo-
rate that Tomb B 2 is later in date than the underground corridor of Tomb B. What seems certain, how-
ever, is that the interior rooms of Tomb B connected by breaks to Tomb B 2 were also re-used at this time.
The burials in these chambers could be dated to the second half of the 3™ c. BC on the basis of an inscribed
mummy wrapping containing the names of Ptolemy I'V and Arsinoe III#" (Fig. 35). The occupation probably

76 RAVEN 1978-79, 263-271, esp. 290-291. 84 Cf. TAYLOR 1999, 59-72.

7 ibid., 265, 269-270. 85 Cf. ARNOLD 1966, 6668, fig. 4; FRENCH-GHALY 1991,
78 SCHREIBER 2003, 61-62. 105, Nos 18 a-b.

79 STEWART 1995, 34, 40. 8 The layout of the first eastern side chamber of Tomb B 2
80 Cf. CHAPPAZ 1991, 120. clearly indicates that the original rectangular plan for the cham-
81 KAKOSY 2003, 432. ber was deliberately modified by the builders in order to avoid
82 ] owe this information to O. Illés. break-through to Tomb B. Cf. ground plan.

83PN, 224, 11. 87 KAKOSY 1994, 27; SCHREIBER 2002, 415-416.
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continued in the 2™ c. BC, as it is indicated by painted ceramic vessels dated to this time.®8 Although tomb
robbery did not spare human corpses either, two mummies could be safely dated to this time. Both were
carefully mummified with hands crossed over the chest typically for the practice that gained acceptance in
Late Dynastic times.?” The burials were equipped with cartonnages and painted hypocephali®® as well. The
preserved coffin fragments invite comparison with early Ptolemaic examples coming from Theban elite
burials.”? Manuscripts of the Book of the Dead were given to at least two individuals. These rolls, in con-
trast to the papyrus found in the vestibule, contained texts and vignettes from various chapters of the Book
of the Dead. One of them was made for a certain Hornofer.”> One may presume that the fragmentary ba-
salt head of a king exhibiting stylistic features of early Ptolemaic portraiture discovered in the fill overlying
Tomb B 2 might also came from one of these burials.”® The presence of objects such as hypocephali and
Book of the Dead manuscripts, rarely given to non-elite burials, suggests that Tomb B 2 served as a burial
place for high-ranking individuals in contemporary Theban society. It is also noteworthy that the occupants
did not re-use large size rock-cut tombs of earlier periods as it is otherwise typical in the Theban necropolis
but preferred a new construction, incorporating the side chambers of Tomb B into their tomb system. This
fact yields information concerning the prestige of el-Khokha that remained, together with el-Asasif, among
the most important cemeteries of Thebes-West in early Ptolemaic times.
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